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Israeli advisor unsure If 
PNA action will help 

JERICHO ^ (AP) — Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's adviser David Bar-Hlan Saturday said he 
did not know whether any of the sanctions would be 
lifted in return for the Palestinians* help in solving the 
murder of the taxi driver (see story on page 2). “That 
is for the prime minister to decide,” be told the Asso- 
ciated Press. Mr. BaMllan added that catching three 
armed robbers was “not the same as destroying the 
infrastructure of the terrorist organisations.” In return, 
Mr. Netanyahu has said the Palestinians must resume 
security cooperation with Israel before Israel will lift 
economic sanctions. 
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Oii-f or-food has proved f 

it can Work — r U-Ni official 


Staffon de Mistui&’toe O utgoms j coonain^« 
humanitarian affairs in Iraq, told ^ l ®?f tis 2v v j j^i 
referring to:. the first term, of .the on-for-food^I, 

lamchSd mDecfcnber, whichaU ows 

bflHda of crude every six months. 
revenue is.used to jfrnaKe fwd and '■ 

The deal “has succeeded in br^mg 13 rmih . 
-ttnmes-df food and medicine " up from86,0Q0 
in I996, : sud Me De Mistura. “It has proven it can 

wbdt” ;■ ’•'■•-i*-.-: : \ 



Volume 22 Number 6611 


AMMAN SUNDAY, AUGUST 17, 1997, RABI U 14, 1418 


Price: Jordan 200 FOs 





Arafat warns of new intifada if sanctions 


remain and asks world to pressure Israel 


NABLUS (AFP) — Yasser 
Arafat warned Saturday of a 
new intifada, or uprising, in 
Palestinian areas if Israel 
does not lift crippling sanc- 
tions it imposed following 
last month's suicide bomb- 
ings in Jerusalem. 

“The Israelis should 
remember the seven Jong 
years of fighting under the 
intifada,'' said Mr. Arafat, 
referring to the violence 
that raged in Palestinian ter- 
ritories against Israeli 
forces between 1987 and 
1993. 

The intifada ended with 
signing of the Israeli-Pales- 
tinian peace accords in 
1993, but Mr. Arafat said 
that “we are ready to wipe 
the slate clean and start 
over” to counter Israeli 
Prime Minis ter Benyamin 
Netanyahu's hardline poli- 
cies." 

“Netanyahu still has to 
learn who he is dealing 
with,” said the Palestinian 
president, who rejected any 
“Israeli dictates.” 

“We are ready to cooper- 
ate with Israel on security 
issues on condition that this 
cooperation is not unilater- 
al, but we reject all dictates 
no matter who they are 


from.” Mr. Arafat said 
before a group of Palestin- 
ian intellectuals, artists and 
journalists gathered in 
Nablus. 

He accused Mr. 
Netanyahu's government of 
not wanting peace and of 
launching “a real war” 
against the Palestinians to 
make them cave in to his 
demands. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) made an 
urgent appeal to the interna- 
tional community Saturday 
to force Israel to lift sanc- 
tions imposed after the twin 
suicide bombings in 
Jerusalem on July 30 left 16 
people dead. 

A statement issued after a 
Palestinian cabinet meeting 
chaired by Mr. Arafat called 
for international interven- 
tion to “stop the collective 
punishment” imposed by 
Israel. 

Israel sealed off the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
froze the repayment of $40 
million owed to the PNA. 

The Palestinian cabinet, 
which met overnight in 
Nablus, said the continued 
blockade “risks bringing 
famine and a shortage of 
medicine, and harming 


medical care.” 
ft accused Israel of “wag- 
ing war on the Palestinian 
people instead of waging 
war on terrorism.” 

Mr. Arafat Friday protest- 
ed to the U.S. over the 
havoc created by the sanc- 
tions, which the Palestini- 
ans say are costing their 
economy between $6 mil- 
lion and $9 milli on a day. 

He told U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright in 
a telephone call of the “very 
bad economic situation 
caused by the Israeli mea- 
sures." 

But Israel said Friday it 
was still waiting for a Pales- 
tinian offensive against 
anti-Israeli militants before 
it could lift the sanctions. 

Israel's freeze in repay- 
ments of tax and customs 
duties collected for the 
Palestinians has meant that 
the PNA has been unable to 
pay July salaries to the 

30.000 members of its secu- 
rity forces and most of its 

80.000 civilian employees, 
a senior Palestinian official 
told Age nee France Presse. 

According to Israeli offi- 
cials, some 80,000 Palestin- 
ian labourers and merchants 
who used to enter Israel 
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RAMALLAH (AFP)— - teffito&es^; 

The Palestinians said; Sa *7 . wedL. -i v-'V.c; ^ 
unlay they would fight ; - . ML RasbJd-fcakr the ban 
back against tough Isteelt: .aimed to pusfcTaajdi busi-^ 
economic sanctions with ness to . “lobby”; Israeli j 
an intifada-style boycott of Prime :Mhrf^Esr- Beoysoarin 
Israeli goods, to . be - - Netanyahtito unfreeze $66 
launched next week. V : > jaaflBoa fn^ete revenues he 
Palestinian President - Abas refused -Jb transfer io f 

Yasser Arafat meanwhile -ftje cash^apped. PNA, ’■ ; 
said he would not ; bow to ^f.fWe waatto. rfiare with 
“Israeli dictates” ' Ifiat Ms/ ’ others; toe n^tfve conse- 
security forces launch*. :qnenoes :';qf W«anyiaIw-> 
wkfescaie crackdown - oa'_-" dedsmnsrmid tbosr-Qifcera 
Islamists wbqlsi^ cbums^V _ 

are hitting in seff-ruleaieas ■ ■ l ^ o g u cera ^ 
and plaahmgbomb attacks; . ‘ saiA. 


Mohammad Rashid, One 
of Ml Arafat's sepjpr 
advisers, told journalists 
that the Palestinian Natio ri- 
al Authority (PNA) had 
decided to. “gradually^ 
impose a boycott on Israeli 
products in 



proposal caLdtt-.det?fls of 
the- boycott on Stmday,. bdr 
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legally for jobs have been 
put out of work by the clo- 
sure, as well as an estimated 
30,000 more who entered 
illegally. 

ThouWds more workers 


have been put out of jobs in 
the construction sector, one 
of toe largest employers in 
the Gaza Strip, which has 
come to a complete halt due 
to the Israeli sanctions. 


Israeli Jews could be invited 
to Syria soon — Arab deputy 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli-Arab deputy said 
Saturday that Israeli Jewish 
leaders “committed to 
peace” could soon be invit- 
ed to Syria following his 
delegation's groundbreak- 
ing trip to Damascus. 

“Our visit represents a 
precedent thaL I believe will 
be followed by a trip of 
Jewish leaders committed 
to peace,” said Taleb Sanaa 
of the Arab Democratic 
Party, who returned to 
Israel Friday after a four- 
day visit to Damascus at the 
invitation of Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad. 

“1 propose to Syrian offi- 
cials that they invite Rabbi 
Ovadia Yossef because he 
could make a large contri- 
bution to peace," he said. 

Mr. Yossef, spiritual 
leader of the ultra-Orth o- 


dox Shas Party, has repeat- 
edly supported the return of 
occupied Arab land in 
exchange for peace. 

The Israeli Arab delega- 
tion which included mem- 
bers of parliament said on 
its return that its visit to 
Syria had taken a serious 
step in the direction of 
peace and rejected criticism 
the trip sparked in Israel. 

Israeli-Arabs, the descen- 
dants of Palestinians who 
stayed in the newly -created 
state of Israel in 1948, rep- 
resent around 1 8 per cent of 
the Israeli population. 

On-off peace talks 
between Israel and Syria 
have been completely 
frozen since February 1996 
over the issue of the Golan 
Heights, which was cap- 
tured by Israel in 1967. 


3 Israeli MIAs in Lebanon 

* 

buried in Syria — deputy 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Three Israeli sdcfiers who went nrissmg 
in action in Lebanon 15 years ago are buried in a Damascus 
cemetery, an Israeli member of partiamerit who visited-the Syr- 
ian capital last week said Friday. “1 was mformari {about toe 
graves] by aSyrian official whom I cannot name and I will pass 
on tins information to Defence Minister Yitzhak MordedEd," 
said Salah Tarif, a deputy from de opposition Labour Party. Mr. 
Tarif said tint a Syrian Jew witnessed the burial- o£. the three*.; 
who disa pp e are d ia 1982 daring Israels invasion of Lebaoon. 
Mr. Thrif was part of a 50-strong delegation who visited Syria 
this month a the invitation, of President Hafez ALAssad— toe 
first time the Syria leader has hosted an official lsicadi delega- 
tion. The Israeli group included five members of partiatoent. 
Tbe father of one of die three sokfiss who went missing din- 
ing a tank battle in Lebanon arid Israel Radio that he would not 
believe the trio were dead inSO their remains are handed over. 
“Various repeats, inducting from toe Red Gross, indicated that 
my son and bos two fellow soldiers were seen aHveafcer the bat- 1 
de and we still consider them missing in action,” said Yona 
BaumeU father of Zakaria BamneL “If they're 
receive their remains," he said. 
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First the bearskin hat, now the metal breast... 

what next?! 



finned late Friday that the Household Division of mounted guardsmen may replace their metal breast and back 
plates with plastic ones, following three days after it emerged that the Army's Guards regiments had been 
asked to look at replacing the traditional bearskin hat with a synthetic version (AFP photo) 


‘Great job,’, 
astronauts told 
after capturing 
environmental 
satellite 

CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Florida (AP) — Space 
Shuttle Discovery’s astro- 
nauts deftly snagged a 
satellite loaded with valu- 
able data about earth's 
ozone layer on Saturday, 
accomplishing their final 
objective in orbit. 

Scientists at Kennedy 
Space Centre cheered and 
congratulated one another 
once the satellite was back 
on board. 

“Great job. Discovery,” 
mission control in Houston 
said. 

The crew of six is due 
back with the satellite on 
Monday. 

Nine days after releasing 
it to measure atmospheric 
gases, the astronauts closed 
in on the satellite using the 
same kind of approach that 
will be needed for the 
future space station. Then 
payload commander Jan 
Davis slowly reached out 
with Discovery’s 15 more 
robot arm and grabbed the 
probe as the spacecraft 
sped 290 kilometres above 
tbe Pacific Ocean just north 
of New Zealand. 

In another station-build- 
ing test. Astronaut Davis 
relied on remote camera 
views instead of a direct 
line of sight to lower the 
boxy, 3.490-kilog ramm e 
satellite into the shuttle 
cargo bay. 

During its free flight, the 
German-built satellite col- 
lected enough data to fill 
more than a quarter-tonne 
of computer disks, said 
Robert Conway, a naval 
research laboratory scien- 
tist in charge of its ultravi- 
olet telescope. 

Virtually all the in forma- 
tion was stored in the satel- 
lite. Only a tiny percentage 
was transmitted to ground 
controllers — just enough 
to show the instruments 
were working properly. 

It will be at least a month 
before the satellite is 
unloaded and Dr. Conway 
and other scientists get 
their data. 

(see picture on page 12) 



ACTION AT THE SPEED OF UGHTrAbdTONasserMohaininad Razeq (centre), , AlaTa 
Jfhrrfl Al flaman Hnri (right), Iyad M ohamma d Ahma d Abu Sabab, fiuec Palesti n ia n s 
charged with the murder of an Israeli taxi driver stand in court to toe. West Bank town 
of Jericho on Saturday. Razeq, 20, and Hari, 19, weie sentenced to life with hard 
labour while Sabab, 17, was sentenced to 15 years (See story on page 2) (AFP photo) 
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Israeli planes rocket Palestinian 
base 16km off Lebanese 



NAAMEH (AP) — Two 
Israeli fighter-bombers on 
Saturday rocketed a Pales- 
tinian guerrilla base south 
of Beirut, Lebanese securi- 
ty officials said. 

In the second raid on the 
base in eight days', the 
planes fired two missiles at 
a halltbp depot of the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine-General Com- 
mand -in. Naametu.. l6kUo- 


me^ues . south of toe capital 
on the Mediterranean coast, 
the officials said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

. An Associated Press pho- 
tographer who saw the air 
strike said there - were no 
casualties. 

The target appeared to be 
the entrance to concrete 
tohnels in which' the group 
is believed, to store 
weapons' and eqmpmenL- . 


OnAugust 8, Israelifighf- 
. er-bombersr tried to attack 
ifae Naameh base, but their 
-rockets slammed harmless- 
ly into the hillside..; 

The PFLP-GC, a hard- 
fine. group opposed to the 
peace process^ issued no 
- immediate comment oh the 
" raid. 

In Israel, a spokesman for. 
the defence, farce: said be 
/ had hQ statententio make: J 


Israeli army frees arrested 
Palestinian security agent 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Israeli array released Friday 
a Palestinian security agent 
who was shot at and beaten 
by Israeli soldiers as be 
pursued a smuggler near a 
Jewish settlement in the 
Gaza Strip, a Palestinian 
official said. 

Colonel Khaled Abu Ula, 
head of the Palestinian liai- 
son committee, said Khaled 
Naji, an agent of the mili- 
tary intelligence forces, 
was released from Israeli 
custody with his rifle fol- 


lowing talks with Israeli 
liaison officials. ■ 

Mr. Nsyi was mnested 
Thursday evening near die 
Gush Katif bloc of settle- 
ments in toe southern Gaza 
Strip by Israeli soldiers 
who claimed he opened, fire 
on them. 

CoL Abu Ula said it was 
established in the liaison 
meeting that agent Naji and 
two other Palestinian secu- 
rity-agents were pursuing a 
smuggler near the settle-: 
meat- border, and fired shots 


into toe ain 

The Israeli soldiers then 
opened, fire on tbem and 
Mir. Naji “immediately sur- 
rendered in-order to prevent 
any incident/ 1 CoL Abu Ula 
said. 

The', soldiers then seized 
him and beat him before 
taking him into- custody, he 
said. - 

“Israeli officials apolo- 
gised for the beating and 
said it was. uncalled for and 
.promised to investigate,” 
Col. Abu Ula said. 


Mubarak accuses U.S. of not 
being evenhanded with Israel 


CAIRO (AP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
has accused the U.S. of not 
being evenhanded in its 
bid to revive peace talks 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

“The American adminis- 
tration is pressuring toe 
Palestinians,” Mr. 

Mubarak said in remarks 


published Saturday in the 
newspaper A1 Abram, “it 
should take a s imilar 
stance with the Israelis. 1 " 

“Everybody is pres su ring 
{Palestinian . . President 
Yasser) 'Arafat,” Mr. 
Mubarak told A3 Ahram, 
“but pressure from one- 
side does not solve . toe 
problem.” 


Indicating that such pres- 
sure weakened toe PNA; 
Mr. Mubarak said, “if Mr. 
Arafat goes, terrible prob- 
lems will crept between 
the Palestinian -organisa- 
tions/V 

■' /There would, not .' be 
-another leader whom all 
Palestinians could rally 
.around,” he safdt. \ 
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GRANDMOTHER BREAKS XCECORI^ BritJsk gjrajodrsoflier Jennifer » 
Oeft) edebraira with co-pfiot Quentin Smith . on ccmipleixoit of. their record 
breaking round-toe-worid heficopterfli^ m lDenham Friday column s 
story on page 72i (ABP photo) - 
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Israeli taxi driver killed, 

three Palestinians j ailed 


JERICHO (AFP) — 
Three Palestinians were 

convicted and jailed for 
the murder of an Israeli 

taxi driver Saturday, just 
hours after his body was 
found in Palestinian-ruled 
Jericho. 

A Palestinian security 
court in the West Bank 
town jailed Abdul Nasser 
Mohammad^ Razeq. 20, 
and Ala’a Jibril Aldaman 
Huri, 19, for life with 
hard labour while Iyad 
Mohammad Ahmad Abu 
Sabab. 17, was sentenced 
to 15 years. 

The three were caught 
after a joint Israeli- Pales- 
tinian investigation into 
the disappearance of taxi 
driver Sbmuel Ben 
Baruch on the West Bank 
Thursday. 

The suspects admitted 
to battering Ben Baruch 
to death in order to steal 
his Mercedes car and sell 
it off as parts. 

The Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) often 
employs lightning justice 
against offenders accused 
of anti-Israeli crimes to 
avoid having to extradite 
them to Israel, which it 
opposes. 

There was no indication 
of any political motive in 
the murder. 

Ben Baruch went miss- 
ing on Thursday evening 
in the Dead Sea region, 
about 30 kilometres east 
of his home city of 
Jerusalem. 

His bloodstained car 
was found abandoned 
Friday in the Akbat Jaber 
refugee camp near Jeri- 
cho, prompting fears that 
he may have been abduct- 
ed by Palestinian mili- 
tants opposed to the 
peace process with Israel. 
The three suspects, all 



Israeli soldiers surround the body of Shmuel Ben Baruch- 
S a turd ay. Baruch was murdered and just hours after his 
battered body was found in a well in the West Bank town 
of Jericho the three murderers were tried and sentenced 
in court (Reuters photo) 


known car thieves, were 
arresred overnight by 
Palestinian police, and 
one of them led investiga- 
tors early Saturday to a 
well where the battered 
body was found. 

They told police they 
slashed and injured Ben 
Baruch before locking 
him in the boot of his car 
and driving to Jericho 
where they finished him 


off by bludgeoning him 
with a rock. 

Israeli police thanked 
their Palestinian counter- 
parts Saturday for their 
quick and careful investi- 
gation into the murder. 

“We can only praise the 
cooperation by the Pales- 
tinian police which led to 
the culprits being found 
quickly,” Internal Securi- 
ty Minister Avigdor 


Kahalani told state radio. 

However, he made a dig 

that “anti -terrorist coop- 
eration is not as forth- 
coming as it is in com- 
mon law investigations.” 

After discovery of the 
car Friday, the Israeli 
army blocked roads out 
of Jericho for several 
hours, while the head of 
Palestinian preventive 
security. Colonel Jibril 
Rajoub, met the Israeli 
commander of the West 
Bank. General Uzi 
Dayan, to coordinate 
their inquiries. 

The Palestinian territo- 
ries have been sealed off 
since a double suicide 
bombing in Jerusalem 
that killed 14 Israelis on 
July 30. The closure pre- 
vents Palestinians from 
entering Israel but not 
Israelis from entering the 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Israel demands that the 
PNA launch an offensive 
against violent militants 
before the sanctions can 
be lifted. 

The Palestinians broke 
off general security coop- 
eration with Israel in 
March in protest at Jew- 
ish settlement building, 
before agreeing to resume 
joint security meetings in 
the presence of CIA 
agents during a mediation 
bid by U.S. envoy Dennis 
Ross last week. 

However, cooperation 
on the ground in purely 
criminal" investigations 
continued. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat said from 
the West Bank town of 
Nablus Saturday that the 
taxi driver murder 
showed ‘‘there is coopera- 
tion on certain specific 
issues.' 5 


Egyptian Islamist leader urges 

reconciliation with government 


CAIRO (AFP) — A leader 
of Egypt's main armed 
opposition group Gamaa 
Islamiyah called Saturday 
for reconciliation with the 
government. 

“We want to extend a 
hand to the government in 
order to find a solution to 
the problem of extrem- 
ism,’ said Salah Hashem 
in an interview with the 
Egyptian government 

daily A1 Ah ram . 

Mr. Hashem. bead of 
Gamaa in the southern 
Egyptian province of 
Sohag, is the only member 


of the Majlis A1 Shura, the 
group’s highest decision- 
making body, who is not 
in prison, according to the 
paper. 

He said his appeal for 
reconciliation shows that 
the group's leaders in the 
past had taken “erro- 
neous” positions and is 
now looking to participate 
in the “country’s develop- 
ment," the paper quoted 
him as saying. 

He also called on armed 
Gamaa and other militant 
groups such as Jihad in 
southern Egypt to “throw 


down their arms” and end 
their attacks. 

Mr. Hashem 's state- 
ments came after six 
founding members of the 
Gamaa and Jihad, serving 

prison terms in Egypt, 
issued a statement on July 
5 asking for a stop to the 
political violence, which 
was supported this week 
by Gamaa’s spiritual 
guide. Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman. 

Egyptian Interior Minis- 
ter Ifassan Alfi cautiously 
welcomed the appeal this 
week but warned he “will 


meet with extreme firm, 
ness any attempt on their 
(the militants’) part 
attack security ancf stabili- 
ty - 

Leaders of the Gamaa 
and Jihad abroad said the 
appeal against violence 
was a plot against the 
Islamist movement and 
that they would continue 
their aimed struggle. 

More than 1,200 people 
have been killed in violent 
campaign launched by the 
militants in March 1992 in 
a bid to overthrow Egypt’s 
secular government. 
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Palestinians prepare Arafat visit to Syria 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Senior Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
official Farouq Khadoumi 
is in Syria to organise a 
visit by Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat. Pales- 
tinian sources said Satur- 
day. 

Mr. Khadoumi. head of 
the PLO's political 
department, “will discuss 
this subject with Syrian 
leaders to find a conve- 
nient date,” a source said, 
without giving further 
details. 

Mr. Arafat last visited 
Syria in July 1996 shortly 
after right-wing Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu took office in 
Israel. 

Syrian leaders fell out 
with the Palestinian 
National Authority 
(PNA) president when he 
signed the Oslo autonomy 
accords with Israel in 


1993, accusing him of 
breaking Arab ranks. 

Israel i-Palestinian rela- 
tions have plummeted, 
however. since Mr. 
Netanyahu came to power 
on a platform of slowing 
down the Oslo accords, 
prompting Mr. Arafat to 
seek Arab backing. 

Mr. Khadoumi. a hard- 
line opponent of the 
autonomy accords, said in 
Damascus rhat thev “no 
longer exist” and that it is 
vital to “resume ties 
between Palestinian 
forces inside and outside 
the Palestinian territo- 
ries.” 

“We predicted the 
freeze in political negoti- 
ations between Israel and 
the Palestinians, and we 
now have to reactivate the 
institutions of the PLO." 
be said, after talks with 
the Syrian-based Democ- 
ratic Front for the Libera- 




Farouk Khadoumi (right), chief of Political Bureau of 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) gestures 
during his meeting with Nayef Hawatmeh, leader of 
the Palestinian Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine in Damascus Saturday (AFP photo) 


rion of Palestine. 

He added that the PNA 
“should leave the occu- 
pied territories to estab- 
lish direct contacts with 
Arab leaders." 


Mr. Khadoumi was to 
meet Syrian Foreign Min- 
ister Farouq Sharaa 
before leaving Damascus 
Monday to visit Lebanon. 
Jordan and Egypt. 


visits Syria 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — A 
delegation of Iraqi indus- 
trialists began a visit to 
Syria Saturday in a further 
sign of growing economic 
ties between the two for- 
mer foes. 

The delegation, headed 
by the president of the 
union of Iraqi industrial- 
ists, Adnan Qudsi. arrived 
in Damascus late Friday 
and met Syrian Industry 
Minister Ahmad Nizamed- 
din Saturday. 

They will also meet the 
Syrian economy minister 
and chamber of commerce 
officials and visit Aleppo 
in the north and the central 
town of Homs during their 
week-long stay. 

Mr. Adel Hassanein, of 
the chamber of industry in 
Damascus, said the trip 
was aimed at “strengthen- 
ing cooperation between 
businessmen and industri- 
alists” from Syria and 
Iraq. 

The two neighbours, 
ruled by rival branches of 
the Baath Party, broke off 
ties in 1980 and closed 
their border two years 
later. 

However, relations have 
warmed up rapidly in the 
past three months after 
Syrian businessmen trav- 
elled to Baghdad in May 
to break the ice. 

Since then the first con- 
tracts since 1980 have 
been signed between the 
two countries, an Iraqi 
trade delegation has trav- 
elled to Damascus and the 
border has been reopened 
to businessmen. 

The U.N. has also autho- 
rised Iraq to import goods 
through its border with 
Syria" as part of a deal 
allowing it to sell limited 
amounts of oil to finance 
purchases of food and 
medical supplies. 

The Syrian Union of 
Chambers of Commerce 
recently advertised an 
exhibition of Syrian goods 
to be held in Baghdad next 
month “to make our prod- 
ucts better known among 
our Iraqi brothers.” 


ANKARA (AP) — 
Angered at being left off a 
list of candidates to join 
the European Union (EU), 
Turkey is looking into an 
alternative free-trade deal 
with the U.S.. the foreign 
minister said Saturday. 

“Turkey’s world is not 
limited to the EU.” Hur- 
riyet newspaper quoted 
Foreign Minister Ismail 
Cem as saying. “Our min- 
istry is seriously working 
on a feasibility for a free- 
trade agreement with the 
United States.” 

Mr. Cem indicated that 
the EU was likely to lose 
its position as a “preferen- 
tial partner.” according to 
Hurriyet. 

“If full membership [of 
the EU] is not possible, 
Turkey will need to assess 


accordingly the countries 
with which it will foster 
its economic development 
in the coming terms," Mr. 
Cem said. 

The U.S. has been sup- 
porting closer, relations 
between Turkey and the 
EU. but Washington 
appears to be seeking an 
alternative solution amid 
increased indications that 
Turkey’s membership in 
the EU was not likely. 

U.S. Republican Sen. 
Phil Gramm of Texas pro- 
moted the free-trade 
option during a visit to 
Turkey last week, saying 
the deal would be a “sig- 
nal to Europe" of 
Turkey’s importance as a 
partner and an economic 
market. 

Turkey currently is an 


Uganda bars Bashir’s plane 
from its airspace; refuses 
Sudan ’s athletes 


KHARTOUM (AP) — A 
plane carrying Sudan’s 
president was refused 
permission to fly over 
Uganda this week after 
he accused that country 
of helping anti -govern- 
ment rebels in Sudan, 
the official Sudanese 
News Agency (SNA) 
said Saturday. 

Uganda also refused to 
give visas to Sudanese 
tennis players who want- 
ed to take part in a tour- 
nament in Uganda, SNA 
said. 

It did not give details, 
but said President Omar 
Bashir described the 
Ugandan position as 
“painful." 

Officials in Llganda 
were not immediately 
available for comment. 

The two countries have 
been involved in a war 
of words over claims by 


Sudan that Uganda is 
helping rebels in the 
south in their bid to 
overthrow President 
Bashir's government. 
Uganda denies the 
charge. 

Uganda refused to 
allow Mr. Bashir’s plane 
to enter its airspace 
when he was returning 
from a tour of South 
Africa, Malawi, Mozam- 
bique and Kenya earlier 
this week. SNA said. 

During the tour. Mr. 
Bashir had openly 
accused Uganda of aid- 
ing the rebels in their 
recent offensive on the 
key southern town of 
Juba. 

Juba has long been a 
target of the rebels who 
have made substantial 
military gains in recent 
months in the south, 
which borders Uganda. 


Sudan hopes a solution 
to the civil war can be 
found under a peace ini- 
tiative by a regional 
organisation called the 
intergovernmental auth- 
ority on development, 
which groups Kenya, 
Sudan. Eritrea. Ethiopia, 
Uganda. Somalia and 
Djibouti. 

Mr. Bashir said Ugan- 
da's refusal to allow his 
plane to fly over its air- 
space was “incompatible 
with its role as one of the 
Igad states that are medi- 
ating to find a solution to 
the southern Sudan ques- 
tion.” 

The rebels are fighting 
For greater autonomy for 
the southern districts 
where the people are 
largely Christians or ani- 
mists and resent the pro- 
Islamist government in 
the north. 



IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 Cartoons 

15:00 Energy Express 

16:00 American Chart Show 

18:00 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19i 30 ...News Headlines 

19:35 JFresh Prince-of-Belair 

20:00 ..Cinema. Cinema, Cinema 

2030 National Geographic 

21:10 .Renegade 

22:00 .... .News in English 

22:30 One West Waikiki 

23:15 .Sisters 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:32. Fajr 

05:56 (Sunrise) Du ha 

12:40 JDhuhr 

16:19. - _....‘Asr 

19:24. — ..Maghreb 

20:47 _I‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Chord) Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunfcatiou 

Tel. 637440. 

De la SaBe Church Tel. 661757. 
Tferra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261, 

SL Ephnaim Church TeL 771 75 1. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Qinir^ 

in Amman TeL 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to dip 
slightly with winds northwesterly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, it 
will be relatively hot and occasion- 
ally dusty, winds nonheriy inoder- 
ae. and seas calm. 

Mia/Max temp. 

Amman 18/30 

Aqaba. 16/33 


Deserts 25/37 

Jordan VaQey 24/37 

Yesterdays high temperatures: 
Amman 31. Aqaba 39 Humidity 
readings: Amman 41 per cent. 
Aqaba 33 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadsbeh 759200 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawj 894788 

Dr. KhalidAbdo 657129 

Dr. Salman Daboubi ....776751 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 

A) Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

ERBID: 

Dr .Ahmad Qanu 2814S4 

Al QuJs pharmacy ... (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir AlLawzi 989601 

Khalifeb pharmacy - 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Depcnment 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

- -630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PtifceL_J92. 621 1 1 1. 637777 

Fire Brigade - 617)01 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL„ 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints -.661176 

Vfaer,S: Sewetqge Gaipbi n ts —897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.787111 


■ «>•« IIIMI VIII !■>■■■ 


Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 12) 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs - .623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority -.680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co -65638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport OS-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Cense 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 


Akileh Maternity.—.— .-642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Mai has. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani —60707 i 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital .845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali —....664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen —777 1 01/3 

Al-Bashir. - 775111/26 

Army. Marka - - 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 
AmaJ Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery S65199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikrna Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

((P 1275555 

■■(VkfB ■ hf •+**** 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

— .(02)247 100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

103)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ} information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport Tel. (08153200-5, 
where it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights cun be 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

HMJS - —Bombay (RJ) 

10:05 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

KfclS -Lamaca (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 Jeddah. Aqaba (RJ) 

10:45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

10:45 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

17:05 Amsterdam. Brussels (RJ) 
17:40 New York, Amsterdam 

(RJ) 

18:05 - .Paris (RJ) 

18:50 — London (RJ ) 

19:05 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

19:10— Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

19:10 Athens (RJ) 

20:40 Vienna (RJ) 

20:40 RomefRj) 

2<h55 Detroit. Chicago. Amster- 
dam (RJ) 

21:30 Frankfurt (RJ) 

01:05 — Cairo (RJ) 


01:10 Beirut (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

12:00 Sanaa |TY) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:35 Bahrain (GF) 

14:30 — ATArishtPF) 

15:20 Moscow (SU) 

21:10 —Beirut (ME) 

21:35 __ Cairo (MS) 

23:20 Istanbul <TK) 

00:59 — ..... Cairo (MS) 

02:15 - London (BA) 

07:20 J-ondon(BA) 

07:20 Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RWj 

«®:45 Aqaba flW) 

10:05 — Amman (Q ALA URW) 
10-50 Amman (Maria Airport) (RW) 

1^:20 — Tel .Aviv (RW) 

19:30 — .Amman iQAIA)(RW) 

22-20 .—.Aqaba i RW i 

23:50 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
- Madrid (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

07:00 Lamaca (RJ) 

11 i3Q_ Frankfurt (RJ) 

^ ;15 -Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

jjr'f ; -■ Vienna (RJ) 

-Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 


12:30 — Rome (RJ) : 

12:40 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) ; 

13:20 ..._ Athens (RJ) ; 

13:25 .London (RJ) 

21:00 New Delhi (RJl: 

21:10 - - —Cairo (RJl . 

21:45 — .Beirut (add) (RJl ■ 

21:50 — -Jeddah (RJ) 

22:00 ...-Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

22:25 Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) : 

23:10 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:00 Damascus (RJ) j 

23:45 Sanaa (RJ)' 

i 

Other Flights ! 

07:00 Beirut (ME) ■ 

07:55 .London (BA) .' 

13:00 Sanaa (IY) : 

13 JO Jeddah SV) 1 

14:25 Doha (GF) , 

15-30 Al ’Arish (PF) : 

1635 Moscow (SCO j 

22:25 Cairo (MS) ' 

00:45 Amsterdam (KU • 

02:00 Cairo IMS) • 

07:00 — — (ME) ■ 

0735 London (BA); 

08:15 — - .Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Amman ( Marica Airport) (RW) 

09:15 Aqaba (RW) 

1030 Amman (QAIA) (RW) , 

17:45 Amman (Marka Airp*t) (RW) 

1835 -TblAviv(RW); 

2130 .... Amman (QAIA) (RW) J 
2230 — —Aqaba (RW) i 
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associate member of the 
EU, allowing it to partici- 
pate in some EU pro- 
grammes. It has a long- 
standing application to 
join the EU. but its eco- 
nomic woes and poor 
buman-rights record stand 
in the way. 

Last month, Turkey was 
excluded from a list of 
prospective new members 
to join the 15-nation bloc 
in the next few years. 

Turkey and the U.S.' 
signed a tax treaty last 
year to prevent double 
taxation, in an attempt to, 
boost trade relations, 
still needs to be rai 
by the U.S. Congress antfi 
the Turkish parliament 

The treaty is expected to 
belp increase U.S. invest- 
ments iD Turkey. 
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best wishes to people of India 


AMMAN” (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein con- 
\ lived his grecrings and 
best wishes fa the presi- 
dent. prime minister and 
people of fndia. on the 
uCiM>ion of the 50th 
anniversary of IndiaN inde- 
pendence. according 10 an 
Embassy of India state - 
mem. 

ilis Majesty's congmluia- 
toiy message was yesterday 
conveyed to Indian Ambas- 
sador Oajanan Wakankar. 
hy Chief Chamberlain to 
the Hashemite Court HRH 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zaid. at a 
meeting held at the Indian 
Embassy Residence. 

Expressing his satisfac- 
tion that the traditional 
hond of friendship between 
Jordan and India has 
itrengihened o\er the 
years, particularly in the 
political and economic 
spheres, HRH Prince Ru'd 
a.ited his hope that bilater- 
al relations should, in the 
coming years, encompass 
all areas including culture 
and tourism, the statement 
said. 

The Indian ambassador 
affirmed that King Hussein 
ii held in very high esteem 
in India and that the King's 
role as "peace-maker" is 
also widely appreciated. 

In India, the Golden 
Jubilee celebrations com- 
menced August 15, 1997. at 
the stroke of midnight with 


UT 



HRH Prince Ka'd Ren Zaid conveys His Majesty King Hussein's best wishes to Indi- 
an Ambassador Gajunan Wakankar on the uccusion of the 50th anniversary of 
India's independence 


a special session of the 
Indian Parliament in New 
Delhi to commemorate and 

recapture the spirit of the 
historic moment half n cen- 
tury ago. according to the 
statement. 

People from aJI over the 
ciHJutiy enthusiastically 
participated in the festivi- 
ties to mark the occasion. 

The 50lh anniversary of 
India's independence was 
celebrated hy the Indian 
conununitv in Jordan on 


Ft iday. 

The day was marked hy a 
host of activities, organised 
by the Embassy of India 
aiong with the Indian Cul- 
tural Association, the slale- 
incnt said. 

A flag -In listing ceremo- 
ny, followed by an open 
house, was held at the 
embassy premises in the 


morning. 


Over 250 Indians, along 
with (heir families, attend- 
ed the function, according 


to the stale mem. 

Ambassador Wakankar 
hosted a reception in the 
evening at the Forte Grand 
Hotel which was attended 
by ministers, members of 
Parliament, prominent Jor- 
danians and member s of the 
diplomatic community. 

On the cccasiun, the Indi- 
an ambassador highlighted 
the significance of the day, 
not only for India but also 
for the entire Indian sub- 
continent. the statement 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Training course inaugurated 

j .AMMAN t Petra J — The 3Sth training course of the Royal 
Command and Staff Academy was inaugurated Saturday. 
Deputy Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Sraff Lieutenant 
General Mohamniad Salameh Hiwyan conveyed His 
Majesty King Hussein's greetings to participants. Arab and 
foreign officers are taking pan. 


■ 

Royal decrees issued 

.AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal decree was issued on Satur- 
day amending the JordaniaD Economic and Social Organi- 
sation for Retired Servicemen (JESORS) Law. Another 
Royal decree was issued amending the administrative sys- 
tem of the Ministry' of Energy and Mineral Resources. A 
third decree was issued approving an organisational plan of 
government offices. 


Phone digits to change 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Telecommunications Compa- 
ny (JTC) will begin changing phone digits in the lrbid. 
Jerush. Ajloun, and Mafraq govemorates over the next few 
weeks. JTC Deputy President Walid Tayfour explained that 
Ajloun and Jerash govemorate phone numbers will hereto- 
fore be comprised of seven digits instead of the current six 
and that the code number will be dulv changed from 02 to 
04. 


Senate speaker receives youth group 

AMMAN t Petra) — Senate Speaker Zeid Rifai Saturday 
received a Jordanian youth delegation. Mr Rifai answered 
questions raised by the delegation members on various 
issues and reviewed Jordan’s policies in regards to domes- 
tic and foreien concerns. 

Mass wedding held 

IRBID ( Petra) — A mass wedding ceremony was held Fri- 
day in the lrbid Municipality Hall tor eleven couples. The 
■wedding ceremony, organised by A1 Afaf Society, is. the 
second to be held this year. Friday’s ceremony was attend- 
ed by several deputies and dignitaries. 

■ 

Kurdi meets with U.S. delegation 

AMMAN i Petrai — Minister of Health and Medical Care 
Ashraf Kurdi Saturday met with a U.S. delegation, cur- 
rently visiting the Kingdom, to discuss American humani- 
tarian assistance to Arab countries, particularly the occu- 
pied Palestinian territories and Iraq. 

Yarmouk president inspects excavations 

IRBID (Petra) — President of Yarmouk University Mar- 
wan Kamal Saturday inspected excavations at the Hayyan 
site in Mafraq. Dr Kama! was briefed on the historic and 
archaeological importance of the Hayyan area. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


JERASH FESTIVAL 


1 * Seminar on Jerusalem with the 
j participation of Hazem Nus- 
! scibeh, George Haddad, and Bah- 
l jar Aba ~Gharbiah at the Church 
j Museum square at 6:30 p.m. 

! 

I l.;_ : 


* Exhibitions on Jerusalem, 
tourism, environment, agriculture, 
handicrafts as well as slides on 
Jordan's touristic sites at the festi- 
val premises. 

* Concert on Iraqi musical her- 
itage by Hussein AJ “Azami at the 


Main Theatre at 9:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 


* 


Islamic Bookbinding Exhibi- 
tion” at the British Council. Jabal 
Amman, until Aug. 3J. 


Zara a Female Care and Rehabilitation ( 


Major Salameh Talab Kassab laid to rest 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Major 
Salameh Talab Kassab, 
who Friday died in a road 
accident, while accompa- 
nying HRH Prince Rashid 
Ben AJ Hassan from Wadi 
Araba to Aqaba, was Sat- 
urday laid to rest in the 
Royal Cemeiary. 

Prayers were’ performed 
at the Royal Guards’ 
Mosque prior to the funer- 
al ceremony. 

HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san and Kassab family 
members accepted condo- 
lences from mourners. 
Prince Hassan expressed 
his deep grief over the loss 
of Maj. Kassab and stated 
ihat he regards the major’s 
siblings and children as 
his own. 

Prince Rashid was 
reported as recovering 
from injuries he sustained 
in the car accident which 
took the life of his aide- 
de-camp. Major Kassab, 
as well as a visiting Amer- 
ican friend Mark Schmidt. 

Another passenger, Zeid 
Omar Bdeir, was also 
slightly injured and is now 
recovering in hospital. 

Maj. Kassab's funeral 
was attended by Their 
RoyaJ Highnesses Crown 



Major Salameh Talab Kassab is Saturday laid to rest in the Rmal Cemetarv tPetra 
photo) 


Prince Hassan. Prince 
Faisal Ben Al Hussein. 
Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid. the 
Chief Chamberlain. 


Prince Ali Ben Navel. 
Chief of the Royal Court 
Awn Khusawneh. His 
Majesty King Hussein's 


private secretary and other 
officials, including minis- 
ters and high ranking . 
army olllcers. 


Majali details outcome of King’s visit with Israeli premier 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Saturday detailed the outcome of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's meetings with Israeli Prime Minister Benvamin 
Netanyahu in Aqaba, in which place the two discussed 
recent developments of the Middle East peace process. 

In a Cabinet session. Dr. MajaJi also covered the King's 
meetings at public rallies, in Ma'an and Aqaba. 

The following is o summon- of Saturday's Cabinet ses- 
sion as reported by Minister of Stare for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawi: 

Minister of Interior Nathir Rashid reported on the 
process of voter registration for the upcoming elections, 
scheduled for Nov. 4. 

According to Mr. Rashid, the number of people who reg- 
istered for the November elections exceeded expectations, 
and reached 383,890 by the evening of Aug. 15. 

“The total number of eligible voters is expected to reach 
nearly two million Saturday, the last day for registration," 
he added. 

Those who registered last week were either citizens, now 
of an eligible age of 19 to vote, or those who had not pre- 
viously registered to vote (in the 1989 and the 1993 general 
elections). 

A total of 1.501 million persons registered to vote in the 
1993 elections. 

Dialogue between the government and those political 
parties which have announced their intention to boycott the 
1997 elections is expected to commence soon. 

U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright is slated to 


\ isit the Middle East during the first week of September. 

In his talks with the Israeli prime minister. King Hu.">ein 
emphasised that the peace process nuisi not nicrcls tackle 
security concerns at the expense of other related issues. 

Minister of Justice Riyud Shakaa submitted an integrat- 
ed. comprehensive plan of action for the modernisation of 
his ministry as well as the furnishing of the new Palace u! 
justice. 

The Cabinet approved an agreement on maritime trans- 
port as well as an international transport agreement, signed 
by Qatar and Jordan last month. 

The Council of Ministers authorised a joint declaration 
by Jordan and the European Free Trade Association on 
cooperation in several fields. 

The agreement was initialled by Minister of Indusuy and 
Trade Hani Mulki during his visit to Geneva last June. 

The Cabinet approved the registration of the Kuwaiti 
Society for Social Reform in Jordan and authorised Minis- 
ter of Social Development Mohammad Mamser to sign the 
agreement on behalf of the Kingdom. 

Upon Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Mohammad Saleh Horuni's recommendation, the. Cabinet 
approved a draft agreement between Jordan and a Greek 
energy centre within the framework of Euru-Mediter- 
ranean cooperation. 

The Cabinet formed Jordan’s delegation to participate in 
a Jordanian cultural und tourism week to be held in Paris at 
the end of this month. 

It formed a second delegation to attend the opening of the 

Damascus International Fair, to he held between Auei: a 28 

% 

and September 9. 


22 kilogrammes of heroin seized 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Anti-Nar- 
cotics Department Saturday 
announced the seizure of 22.67 kilo- 
grammes of heroin, with an estimat- 
ed street value of nearly JD l million, 
as well as the arrest of two suspects. 

Department Director Colonel 
Nazih Shreideh affirmed that his 
department was tipped that a Mer- 
cedes with foreign licence plates, 
driven by a foreigner, was transport- 
ing the drugs from a neighbouring 
country. 

Anti-narcotics police surveyed the 
vehicle’s movements from its entry 
into the Kingdom before the subse- 
quent confiscation early Friday 
morning, he added. 

The police seized the car in which 
the drugs were concealed in secreted 


compartments, according to Mr. 
Shreideh. 

The driver was caught in the act of 
transferring the drugs to another per- 
son who intended to transfer the 
drugs to a neighbouring country, 
according to Col. Shreideh. 

This year, the Anti-Narcotics 
Department handled 59 drug-traf- 
ficking cases. 20 of which occurred 
in Aqaba, and referred suspects to 
court for trial. 

According to Col. Shreideh. his 
department has intensified border 
activities and surveys in order to 
thwart trafficking attempts by those 
who would use Jordanian- territory to 
transfer drugs from producer to con- 
sumer countries. 

Opium and heroin seized over the 


m 

past year and eight months totalled 
more than the amount of these two 
drugs seized by the department over 
the past two decades, he said. 

Meanwhile, the Customs Depart- 
ment Saturday reported the seizure 
of 12.000 canons of foreign ciga- 
rettes smuggled into Jordan. 

The department worked in coordi- 
nation with the Anti-Corruption 
Department at the Public Security 
Department to confiscate the contra- 
band. 

A few days ago. customs teams 
seized 66.000 cartons of foreign citi- 

V v. 

arettes and arrested several persons 
suspected of involvement in their 
transportation. 
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By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Stuff Reporter 

ZARQA — Six months ago, Najah, 14. was 
coerced by her aunt to falsely testify against 
her father for financial reasons and he was 
arrested as a result 

Because of the guilt Najah felt regarding her 
false testimony, claiming her father had raped 
her, the following day, she withdrew her pre- 
vious allegations. 

The result was that she was charged with 
peijury and ordered detained to the Zarqa 
Female Care and Rehabilitation Centre 
(ZFCRC). 

“I admit that I have [disgraced] my father 
and family, and now he is in prison because of 
me," Najah said. 

According to Director of the Social Defence 
Department at the Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment Musa Safi, Najah was the victim of an 
unscrupulous aunt who took advantage of the 
girl's youth, and convinced her to lie for 
financial gain. 

“The aunt fled to Europe and left the girl 
helpless,*’ Mr. Safi said. “We at the centre are 
trying to provide her with a proper atmos- 
phere until the court decides her fate." 

Najah is one of nine women currently serv- 
ing time at the ZFCRC, established in 1968 
and affiliated with the Ministry of Social 
Development. 


The centre annually houses between 65-70 
female juveniles who have been sentenced for 
criminal behaviour, according to Mr. Safi. 

“We consider each female as a victim of her 
social circumstances, and none of the women 
are treated as prisoners or felons," Mr. Safi 
explained. 

Since the beginning of the year, he main- 
tained, the centre, the "only accredited juvenile 
institute for females in the Kingdom in com- 
pliance with the Juvenile Law, has accommo- 
dated 27 women. 

“We have solved 18 of these cases and we 
are working on helping those currently resid- 
ing in our centre," Mr. Safi asserted. 

Mr. Safi described the case of Fatmeh, 18, 
one of three children abandoned by their par- 
ents, and forced to live with her paternal fam- 
ily who mistreated her. 

“My parents were divorced, and my sisters 
and I were treated cruelly," Fatmeh explained. 
“We used to run away from home and so we 
were brought to this centre." 

“During my stay here, and through the 
ZFCRC, a man has asked for my hand, and I 
am considering the matter" she added. 

Women admitted to the centre benefit from 
special programmes, including literacy cours- 
es and vocational training such as working 
with textiles, weaving, and glass making, the 
ministry official said. 

They are also allowed to continue their 


scholastic education and meet with their fam- 
ilies on holidays, he added. 

“When a female is admitted to our centre, 
specialists conduct a study to review her fam- 
ily's history and attempt to formulate an ade- 
quate rehabilitation programme to prepare her 
for later societal involvement.” Mr. Safi said. 

Most cases, he maintained, involve theft, 
extramarital sexual relations, peijury. 
attempted murder, and, in some cases, 
females are hosted for protective purposes. 

“In cases in which females are the victim of 
sexual assault or have engaged in extramarital 
sex, their lives are usually in danger from 
other family members, and our job is to pro- 
tect them," he said. 

Such juveniles are housed at the centre “to 
protect their lives and, in the meantime, a 
team of specialists endeavours to find safe 
alternatives for them," Mr. Safi stated. 

The solutions, he explained, range from 
“either marrying the woman to her aggressor 
or finding foster parents." 

In the former case, the victim remains under 
our supervision until we can ascertain the 
safety of her situation. Mr. Safi maintained. 

In some cases, we negotiate with the family 
of the victim, and try to convince them that 
[sexual assault] is nor their daughter's fault, 
and, if we feel that the victim’s family 
response is positive and she will be safe, we 
return her to her family. 


But such is not the case for 12-year old 
Kifaya who was convicted of engaging in sex- 
ual relations with her cousin, 32. 

“We wanted to marry the minor to her 
cousin, but he refused, and her life is in dan- 
ger as her uncles vow to kill her." Mr. Safi 
said. 

He added that the father of the child under- 
stands that it is not his daughter's fault. 

“We realise that, if released. [Kifaya's life] 
is under threat, so we have decided to keep 
her at our institute until we find a proper solu- 
tion," Mr. Safi said. 

Kifaya, who is illiterate, has been living in 
the centre for the past five months learning 
tailoring and weaving. 

She described her future as dark. 

“My relatives have threatened to kill me. 
and I do not know what is going to happen." 
she said. “I feel lost." 

Mr. Safi also mentioned the case of a 15- 
year old girl, who is serving time at the centre 
for the attempted murder of her mother. 

Salam 's mother was mentally ill, according 
to Mr. Safi, and tthe child told us that her 
mother, who was divorced by her father nine 
years ago, had had several relationships since 
that time " 

“I decided to kill, my mother to cleanse my 
family’s honour because I saw her [engage in 
sexual relations] several times since I was 
six,” Salam said. “I decided to bum her with 


the encouragement and directives of my 
grandmother.” 

Salam. who lived w ith her father und visited 
her mother every week, said that several times 
she tried to prevent her 30-year mother from 
leaving the house, as she knew that her moth- 
er was seeing ocher men. 

“My mother would not listen to me and 
would leave, and hours later, she would return 
and give us money." she said. “Then she 
would prepare good food for us to eat." 

“My first fiance left me due to my mother’s 
conduct and I was fed up with the situation" 
she told the Jordan Times. 

Salam, instructed by her grandmother, 
poured kerosene on mattresses in her moth- 
er's house, set one on tire, locked the door 
and left. 

“My mother began to call for help, and was 
eventually rescued.- and 1 was detained as a 
result,'' she said. 

Mr. Safi stated that since the incident. 
Salam 's mother dropped charges against her 
daughter, and her father decided to remarry 
her mother. 

“Salam’s father felt that it was his fault that 
he had abandoned his mentally ill wife and 
decided to reunite the family " Mr. Safi said. 

* Names in this article have been changed 
for the protection of the women described 
herein. 
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Hun Sen forces close in on 
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Cambodian border town 
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SIEM REAR Cambodia (R) — Cambodian government 
forces Saturday closed to within four to five kilometres of 
the border town where forces loyal to ousted co-Premier 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh were making a last stand, a 
senior official said. 

"We haven’t taken O’Smach yet. but we are optimistic we 
will take it by tomorrow,” General Meas Sophea, who 
heads fighting operations for the government, told Reuters 
in Phnom Penh. 

But in Siem Reap, a provincial capital about 100 kilome- 
tres south of the front lines, incoming wounded from -the 
government side said they had taken O’Smach in the early 
morning hours without resistance. 

Senior commanders could not confirm that report, and 
Thai authorities near the Cambodian border said O'Smach, 
which is in northwestern Cambodia near the Thai border, 
was still held by royalist troops. 

Villagers in the area said an artillery shell had exploded in 
the O’Smach market killing one civilian and wounding two 
others. 

The shell, believed to have been the first fired by govern- 
ment troops closing in on this last major royalist strong- 
hold. exploded around 10.30 a.m.. villagers hoping to cross 
into neighbouring Thailand told reporters. 

Troops loyal to Second Prime Minister Hun Sen are 
attempting to finish off royalist forces loyal to Prince 
Ranariddh, whom Mr. Hun Sen ousted last month. 

Several hundred troops loyal to Mr. Hun Sen have been 
closing in on O'Smach over the last few days though their 
advance has been slowed by booby traps, blown bridges, 
landmines and thick jungle, military official said. 

At least three government soldiers have been killed and 
several more, including a senior commander, have been 
wounded in the advance. Royalist casualties are not known. 

Thousands of Cambodian villages from the O’Smach area 
were poised to cross the border into Thailand, their numbers 
swelling as the fighting escalated. 

The Thai army has pledged to let the villagers cross if the 
situation warranted it. About 25.000 residents and displaced 
Cambodians are now estimated to be in the O’Samach area, 
Thai military sources said.. 

Some of those crowded against the barbed wire and gates 
marking the Thai border villages said around 100 Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas had arrived to reinforce royalist positions 
Saturday rooming. 


The guerrillas, some of the last remnants of the once 
feared Maoist movement, were believed to have travelled 
from their Anlong Veng base about 50 kilometres to the east 
of the border town. 

On Friday Khmer Rouge radio said the group had formed 
an alliance with royalist forces in fighting Hun Sen, though 
Prince Ranariddh denied the report. 

Prince Ranarridh’s ragged forces have been defending 
pockets of territory in the country’s north west since Mr. 
Hun Sen siezed power after two days of bloody fighting in 
the Cambodian capital Phnom Penh on July 5-6. 

The two had previously been co-premiers in a shaky 
coalition government. 

Khmer Rouge radio said Saturday its alliance with 
Cambodian royalists besieged along the Thai border has 
expanded to include areas held by- rebel defectors who 
joined the government last year. 

The guerrilla’s nominal leader Khieu Samphan said in a 
broadcast monitored here Saturday that Khmer Rouge 
defectors in PaiJin, southern Sisophon and Malai decided to 
join the fight againsr Mr. Hun Sen. 

Royalist General Nhiek Bun Chhay was leading the com- 
bined forces, the clandestine radio said. 

Mr. Khieu Samphan said rebel defectors under General Y 
Chilean in Pailin. the gem and logging centre that financed 
more than a decade of resistance to Mr. Hun Sen’s former 
Communist Cambodian People's Party, had joined royalists 
in a "national resistance” against Mr. Hun Sen's troops. 

"I offer ray thanks and warm greetings to all those fight- 
ers. cadres and heroic residents in Pailin. southern Sisophon 
and Malai for their firm decision in this moment of great 
danger.” Mr. Khieii Samphan said in the broadcast 

Other areas in a broad swath of northwestern Cambodia 
said to have formally joined the alliance on Aug. 12 were 
identified as Samlot Base 505 and Kofa Kong. 

Mr. Khieu Samphan also appealed to those in Cambodia’s 
northern and eastern areas to join the force. 

"All must transform themselves into one block and join 
together from the west to the easL from the south to the 
north in one chain to fight and continue to resist energeti- 
cally to end the war ... as quickly as possible.” he said. 

Gen. Nhiek Bun Chhay. a senior member of Prince 
Ranariddh’s party, was Cambodia's deputy chief of staff 
until his forces were routed in the fighting in Phnom Penh 
in July. 


Chechen negotiator heads for 
Moscow to prepare top-level talks 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Che- 
chen chief negotiator Mov- 
ladi Udugov left the Che- 
chen capital Grozny for 
Moscow Saturday to pre- 
pare a meeting between the 
republic's leader Aslan 
Maskhadov and President 
Boris Yeltsin, scheduled for 
next week. ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. 

Mr. Udugov. who is 
Chechen first deputy prime 
minister, told ITAR-TASS 
that the top-level meeting 
would probably take place 
in Moscow Monday or 
Tuesday. 

However, the exact date 
and location of the meeting 
would be fixed during talks 
with Russian Security 
Council Secretary Ivan 
Rybkin. Mr. Udugov said. - 

An unnamed official in the 
Chechen leadership told 
Interfax that if the Rybkin- 
Udugov talks went well. 


"Maskhadov may arrive in 
Moscow as early as Sunday.” 

On the eve of his depar- 
ture. Mr. Udugov said the 
Chechen leadership viewed 
the Maskhadov- Yeltsin 
meeting as “a key point in 
the normalisation of rela- 
tions between Chechenya 
and Russia.” 

Mr. Maskhadov has 
announced he wants to use 
the meeting to establish 
diplomatic relations bet- 
ween Russia and the devas- 
tated north Caucasus Re- 
public. although Moscow 
has so far ruled out granting 
such a status. 

And Mr. Udugov, quoted 
by Interfax News Agency, 
said it would be in Russia's 
own interest to sign a “srate- 
to-state” treaty with Che- 
chenya. 

The meeting is expected 
to speed up reconciliation 
and Russian aid for Che- 


chenya’s economy, shat- 
tered by the 21 -month war 
which ended with the sign- 
ing of a peace deal last 
August 

However. Mr. Udugov 
warned Wednesday that the 
talks were in jeopardy 
because of what he said 
were dummy air raids by 
Russian jets over Grozny. 
The Russian Air Force com- 
mand later rejected the 
charge. 

Chechenya declared uni- 
lateral independence in 
1991 and three years later 
the Russian armed forces 
began a large-scale offen- 
sive to regain control, but 
ran -into- fierce resistance, 
and were defeated in 
Grozny last August. 

The Yeltsin-Maskhadov 
meeting will be the first 
between the two leaders 
since they signed an historic 
peace accord in May. 


Sri Lanka opposition protests 
against government misrule 


COLOMBO iRl — Sri Lan- 
ka’s main opposition. Llni- 
ted National Pam' (UNP) 
organised rallies and pickets 
across the island Saturday 
ro protest against what they 
called government misrule 
as the People’s Alliance 
completed three years in 
power. 

Thousands of people gath- 
ered in central Colombo 
holding placards protesting 
against a recent rise in 
wheat flour prices as UNP 
leaders lambasted President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga for 
doing little for the common 
people. 

“We are protesting against 
three years of misrule of the 
government. They have 
completed half their term 
and not been able to. solve 
any of the pressing prob- 
lems facing the people." 
former prime minister and 
UNP leader. Ranil Wicke- 


remsinghe told Reuters 
Television. 

Several thousands more 
were reported to have pick- 
eted elsewhere in this In- 
dian Ocean island. 

UNP officials said the 
party had organised pickets 
and rallies at about 150 
places to inform people 
about the government’s fail- 
ures. 

Mr. WIckeremesinghe 
accused the government of 
raising the cost of living and 
doing little to improve the 
military situation in the 
war-ravaged north and east. 

Prices of wheat flour and 
bread, staple food for mil- 
lions of Sri Lankans, rose 
this week. after the govern- 
ment further slashed subsi- 
dies in - a bid to control its 
budgetary' deficit' 

The _L4-year-old war 
against Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), who 


demand a separate home- 
land for minority Tamils in 
Sri Lanka's north and east 
has escalated in die last 
three years as troops try to 
marginalise the separatists. 

The state-owned Daily 
News however lauded the 
government for its efforts to 
rekindle the economy and 
restore peace to the country. 

“...The people's continu- 
ing support for a benevolent 
government has brought 
with it a political stability 
which has in turn led to an 
upturn in the economy.” the 
newspaper said in an editor- 
ial. 

‘The war too is manifest- 
ly coming to an end. The 
national security .forces .are 
now firmly in control and 
the separatist terrorists are 
on the defensive.- There is 
the political will to end the 
war and bring peace to the 
people,” it said. 


Vietnam’s Pham Van Dong urges reform 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam's 
senior adviser. Pham Van 
Dong, has called for further 
and wide-ranging reforms, 
including political reforms, 
and warned that without 
them the Communist coun- 
try risked falling into reces- 
sion. 

In an unusually outspoken 
commentary, carried in a 
weekend edition of the Lao 
Dong newspaper, the for- 
mer prime minister said 
greater democracy was the 
answer to a slew of difficul- 
ties now facing Vietnam's 


decade old Doi Moi (reno- 
vation) process. 

He said basic shortcom- 
ings had been exposed in 
recent months in the econo- 
my and in the government's 
managerial and executive 
apparatus. 

But be said it was vital 
that Vietnam remained 
committed to furthering its 
reform process if it wanted 
to avoid a slide back into 
poverty. 

“The country is faced with 
two big possibilities: a 
faster and more sustainable 


advance to successful 
achievement of the socio- 
economic plan to 2000.. .Or 
a slow down in growth, 
leading to recession and fur- 
ther backwardness,” he 
said. 

‘The above mentioned sit- 
uation demands continuous 
reforms. This is the crimson 
thread, the core in a chain of 
the whole revolutionary 
evolution: in politics, the 
economy, culture, society, 
security, national . defence 
and internal -and external 
affairs.” 


Indian 
tribal 
militants 
kill 13 in 
night raid 


GUWAHATI, India (R) — 
Tribal militants attacked 
two villages in northeast- 
ern India killing 13 people 
and wounding eight, police 
said Saturday. 

Bodo guerrillas shot the 
victims Friday night in 
Nalbari district, about 50 
kilometres west of Guwa- 
bati, the largest city in As- 
sam state. 

The dead included five 
women, they said. 

Police in Guwahati said 
the insurgents also set sev- 
eral houses on fire in the 
villages before fleeing. 

‘The victims were called 
out of their houses and 
i ndiscri mi na tel y fired 
upon.” an Assam police 
official told Reuters. 

The attacks were the lat- 
est in a mounting campaign 
of violence in the north- 
east, where dozens of mili- 
tant groups are fighting 
Indian rule across several 
states. 

More than one thousand 
people have been killed 
since 1985 in violence 
linked to a bodo ethnic 
movement for a separate 
province. A small group is 
also fighting for indepen- 
dence. 

Officials said they could 
not immediately say which 
community the victims be- 
longed to. 

Bodo tribal militants usu- 
ally target Bengali-speak- 
ing Hindu settlers in their 
traditional homeland. 

Security -officials said 
they had begun combing 
the area for the guerrillas. 

The rebels have stepped 
up the attacks to coincide 
with the 50th anniversary 
of Indian independence, 
which was celebrated Fri- 
day. 

Six separatist groups and 
two seeking e thni c pro- 
vinces within -India -ob- 
served a general strike 
Friday, with a call to boy- 
cott the celebrations. 

On Friday, militants 
killed four people in Assam 
and two others in nearby 
Tripura state. 

The militants say the 
Indian . government has 
neglected the region's 
needs and exploited its eco- 
nomic resources. 
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Filipino rescuers search for survivors near an overturned pleasure boat in Manila Bay. At least seven people were 
drowned after a pleasure boat carrying mostly Hong Kong tourists, capsized after being battered by high winds 
near Manila Bay < Reuter photo) 

7. tourists, 15 Filipinos die in ferry disasters 


me*™ 


MANILA (AFP) — Seven 
Hong Kong tourists and 15 
Filipinos died in three mar- 
itime accidents which oc- 
curred within hours of each 
other, Philippine authorities 
said Saturday. 

Officials launched an 
investigation into the acci- 
dents amid reports that two 
of the boats had been over- 
loaded or were carrying 
more than what was listed 
on the manifest — an illegal 
but widespread practice 


among inter-island ferries in 
the archipelago- 

Three people drowned 
and three were missing 
when a small boat sank in 
rough seas off the central 
Philippine island of Mas- 
bate at about 3 p.ra. (0700 
GMT) Friday, the Coast 
Guard said. 

About two hours later, a 
ferry boat called King Ro- 
ger carrying tourists from 
Hong Kong was buffeted by 
strong winds while on a 



A Hong Kong tourist embraces his wife after identify- 
ing her body. Philippine rescuers picked up her body 
floating on Manila Bay Saturday (Reuter photo) 


sunset cruise oo Manila bay 
causing it to overturn and 
sink. 

Four tourists were 
declared dead on arrival at a 
hospital here Friday. The 
bodies of three others, inc- 
luding that of a four-year- 
old boy. were fished out of 
the Manila Bay waters near 
the navy headquarters Sa- 
turday. navy spokesman 
Lieutenant Commander Sal- 
vador Cuba told AFP. 

“All the missing have 
been accounted for.” Cuba 
said, adding three Filipinos 
earlier reported missing had 
been found safe. 

Another ferry, the 485- 
tonne Kalibo Star ,went 
down in the Visayan Sea off 
the island of Leyte in the 
pre-dawn darkness Friday, 
leaving 12 people dead and 
dozens missing. 

The Feny sank despite a 
two-hour battle by its crew 
to steer it to safety amid a 
sudden storm. Coast Guard 
officials in the central city 
of Cebu said. 

In Manila, navy sources 
said the 5.46-tonne. 52-foot 
( 15.7-meore) King- Roger 
was licensed to cany only 
1 7 people, including crew. 
But an official List showed 
46 people aboard — 42 
Hong Kong Chinese, one 
Japanese and three Fili- 
pinos. 

“Overloading is one of the 
things we are ascertaining 
now,” Manila Police Chief 
Senior Superintendent Ave- 
lino Razon said. “Definite- 
ly, there will be an investi- 
gation because there are 
fatalities” 

Tourism Secretary Mina 
Gabor said the Maritime 
Industry Authority will con- 
duct the probe. She urged 
the government ' regulatory 
agency to inspect other 
boats used for sunset cruises 


on Manila Bay. 

There were also reports 
that the Kalibo Star was car- 
rying more passengers than 
mentioned on its passenger 
list — a common practice 
despite a series of maritime 
accidents in the country. 

Fishermen in the- area and 
the Coast Guard plucked' 61- 
passengers and 27 crew, 
exceeding the 82 people 
listed on the ship’s manifest. 

Crew member Danilo 
Macasling told reporters he 
believed the cargo had not 
been loaded properly and 
was not secured by ropes or 
cables, making the boat 
unstable. 

‘The ferry' was already" 
not on even keel as it ran 
into the squall,” Macasling 
said, adding the passengers 
panicked even before the 
captain could give the sig- 
nal to abandon ship. 

“1 recall more than 200 
people, including passen- 
gers. apprenticemen and 
crew were on board,” Mr. - 
Macasling said. He added 
the boat's purser managed 
to issue more than 100 tick- 
ets after the ship left Cebu 
late Thursday en route to the 
port of Tacloban. near 
Biliran. 

As a rule, the Coast Guard 
is supposed to conduct an 
“actual headcount" of pas- 
sengers before a vessel sets 
out to sea. 

In December 1987, more 
than 3,000 people died when 
the overloaded Ferry Dona 
Paz collided with an oil 
tanker off central Mindoro 
Island in the world's dead- 
liest peacetime sea tragedy. 
Many of the passengers were' 
not listed on the manifest 

A Singapore oil tanker col- 
lided with a Philippine Ferry 
on the mouth of Manila Bay 
in December 1994, killing 
more than 140 people. 
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U.S. holds off on special status for Argentina 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright has proclaimed 
Argentina one of the United 
States’ “closest friends and 
partners” but held off granti- 
ng it the status of a major 
non-NATO ally. 

With President Bill Clinton 
scheduled to visit Argentina 
in October, it is expected the 
announcement of that status 
will be saved for then. U.S. 
officials said. Ms. Albright 
said earlier this week Wa- 
shington was likely to grant 
recognition. 

Argentine Foreign Minis- 
ter Guido Di Telia “and I 
will be discussing this sub- 
ject. but there is no an- 
nouncement being made.” 
Ms. Albright told a news 
conference at the start of 
their talks in Washington. 

‘This is the kind of deci- 
sion that requires consulta- 
tion with Congress,” she 
said. 

The designation would put 
Argentina in the same cate- 
gory with such countries as 
Israel. Egypt. Japan. South 


Korea and Jordan. 

“This is a category of our 
law that is intended to recog- 
nise a special political rela- 
tionship with the United 
States that carries with it 
some limited military bene- 
fits. and it's a designation 
that we grant to very good 
friends,” Ms. Albright said. 

Argentina is “one of the 
closest friends and partners 
the United States has in this 
hemisphere and around the 
world," Ms. Albright said, 
adding, “in areas as diverse 
as economic reform and 
peacekeeping. Argentina is 
becoming a global leader” 

Britain, which fought a 
war with Argentina in 1982 
over the Falkland Islands, 
had been concerned about 
the U.S. designation. 

But after bilateral discus- 
sions. including a telephone 
conversation this week bet- 
ween Ms. Albright and Bri- 
tish Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook. London and Washing- 
ton indicated there were no 
serious problems. 

British embassy spokes- 


man Robert Chatterton 
Dickson said in a telephone 
interview: ”We discussed it 
with the Unijed States, and 
we're satisfied that (the des- 
ignation) won't affect our 
ability to defend the Falk- 
lands.” 

Diplomats said one of 
London's big ■ worries was 
that the United States, which 
two weeks ago lifted a 20- 
year-old ban on selling high- 
tech weapons to Latin Ame- 
rica, would allow the sale of 
F-I6s or other advanced 
arms to Argen tina. 

Britain is not concerned 
that Argentina would have 
access to ammunition and 
spare parts from excess Pen- 
tagon stocks, as other coun- 
tries named major non- 
NATO allies do, the diplo- 
mats said. 

Ms. Albright, asked at die 
news conference if Washing- 
ton had assured Britain there 
would be no sales of ad- 
vanced arms to Argentina, 
said merely that Britain had 
been informed of the possible 
U.S. decision on allv status. 


At a news conference 
Wednesday, however, she 
made the point that the status 
did not mean countries 
would automatically be 
allowed to buy U.S. -made F- 
16 jets, that such high-tech" 
sales were made on a case- 
by-case basis and that die 
designation did not establish 
a security relationship. 

Chile and other countries 
are also being considered for 
major non-NATO ally status, 
Ms. Albright said. 

On Friday she went out of 
her way to say that the desig- 
nation si gnifi ed “an impor- 
tant and symbolic relation- 
ship” and that Britain was the 
United States’ closest NATO 
ally. The NATO pact pledges 
the two countries to come to 
each other's defence. 

Mr. Di Telia declared 
Argentina's _ relations, witir 
Britain were “not good but 
excellent” and expressed ' 
confidence the two countries 
could manage any disagree- 
ments in the South Atlantic. 
Mr. Albright said cook.gay e 
her the same assessment. 
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Clinton seeks dismissal of Paula Jones lawsuit 


LITTLE ROCK (R) - U.S. 
President Bill Clinton asked 
a federal judge Friday to 
dismiss the sexual harrass- 
ment suit filed against him 
by Paula Jones. 

A brief filed by Mr. 
Clinton’s lawyers in federal 
district court at little rock 
said Ms. Jones' lawsuit did 
not meet the requirements 
of federal law. 

The Jones complaint 
“fails time and again to 
plead facts to support cru- 


cial elements of a civil 
rights claim.” said Mr. Clin- 
ton's brief. 

Ms. Jones was an Arkan- 
sas state employee when 
Mr. Clinton was governor. 
She claims Mr. Clinton 
summoned her to a Little 
Rock hotel room during a 
business conference and 
asked her to perform sexual 
acts, which she said she 
refused to do. 

Mr. Clinton has denied the 
incident and had said he has 


no memory of Ms. Jones. 
His lawyers said the alleged 
chain of events, as des- 
cribed by Ms. Jones, fell 
short of the establishing suf- 
ficient grounds for filing a 
sex harassment lawsuit. ~ 
“As unwelcome and odi- 
ous to plaintiff as such 
alleged conduct may have 
been, it did not involve 
force or coercion. Nor is 
the defendant alleged to 
have used his state authority 
to spy on plaintiff, threaten 


her with arrest or to require 
her to disrobe,” Mr. Clin- 
ton’s lawyers wrote. 

Mr. Clinton’s brief said 
Ms. Jones lawsuit “does not 
and cannot allege that she 
was terminated from her job 
or suffered any accompany- 
ing impairment of contin- 
ued employment opportune- 
ties. 

A judge will conduct a 
hearing next week on Mr. 
Clinton’s motion to dismiss 
Ms. Jones' lawsuit. 
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China sends mixed signals | Greenpeace 
to U.S. on U.N. reform 


BEIJING <R> — China has 
vein mixed signal to the 
United Stale*, pledging 
cooperation with Washing- 
Ion iu ibe United Nations "in 
even aspect" hut pouring 
cold water on U.S.- backed 
reform of the world body. 

Using "good cop. bad cop" 
me lies, Chinese Vice-Pre- 
mier and Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen told Bill Ri- 
chardson. the chief U.S. del- 
egate to the United Nations. 
Friday that China was "rea- 
dy ro increase consultation 
and cooperation with the 
United States in every as- 
pect. especially in U.N. 
Security* Council work." 

But Chinese Vice Foreign 
Minister Li Zhaoxing mid 
Mr. Richardson that refonn 
of the United Nations was :i 
“profound matter" that need- 
ed full and careful discus- 
sum*. 

"it is imperative that full 
:md careful discussions be 
held and that an attempt he 
made to reach an agree- 
ment," the Xinhua News 
Agency quoted Mr. Li as 
saying. 

“This refonn cannot be 
done at a moment's notice,'’ 
Mr. Li was quoted a* saying. 

Mr. RicliardsoQ is in China 


as pan of a tun-week, 10- 
nathm tour mainly to lobby 
for reform nf the United 
Nations, including admitting 
Japan as a permanent mem- 
ber of the Security Council 
and broadening the U.N.’s 
financial base. 

The Council hit* five per- 
manent members with veto 
power — Britain. China, 
France, Russia and the Uni- 
ted States. 

China championed the 
Cause of Third World na- 
tions. 

“Any expansion of the 
Council should comply' with 
a principle of equitable geo- 
graphical distribution of 
member Mates," Mr. Li was 
quoted as saying. 

Developing countries ac- 
count for more than two- 
thirds of member stales of 
the United Nations. Hence 
"any expansion should ref- 
lect their desires and also 
take their interests into con- 
sideration", Mr. Li was quot- 
ed as savin**. 

■ ». 

China slapped the United 
States on the wrist fur failing 
ti> pay its U.N. dues. 

“Timely and complete 
payment of U.N. dues i.* the 
obligation nf every U.N. 
member, according to the 


U.N. charter,” Mr. Li said. 

China is concerned and 
worried about financial 
issues of the United Nations, 
especially a financial crisis 
in the long run. he said. 

The U.S. Congress i.s con- 
sidering paying "SS19 million 
in U.S. arrears lor peace- 
keeping. regular dues and 
voluntary contributions to 
U.N. agencies, about half of 
what llie Untied Slates owes 
the world body. 

But the funds are condi- 
tional upon many issues that 
require approval of Hie 185- 
memher U.N. General As- 
sembly. including lowering 
U.S. assessments and mak- 
ing arrange me ms to forgive 
the debt. 

Many governments cur- 
rently financing the United 
Nations, including Japan. 
Germany and oilier Euro- 
peans, oppose a reduction in 
[I.S. payments until die 
arrears issue is setiled. 

China hinted its opposition 
to any raise in its own dues. 

Mr. Li said China is still a 
developing country and its 
per capital gross national 
product is relatively low. hm 
dial it has tried its best to 
contribute to the United 
Nations. 


Clinton to visit India, Pakistan next year 


Washington <afpj — in a move 

reflecting heightened U.S. emphasis on 
South Asia, the While House said Friday 
that President Bill Clinton wuuld travel tu 
India and Pakistan next year. 

Finn lady Hillary Clinton unveiled the 
plans at a gathering, ro celebrate 50 years of 
Indian independence from Britain. 

Marsha Berry, a spokeswoman for Mrs. 
Clinton, told AFP that the trip will take 
place “at some point next year" and that no 
firm d3tes had yet been set. 

Mr. Clinton will be the first U.S. president 
to visit South Asia since Jimmy Carter went 
to India in January I97S. 

The announcement comes as the United 
Slates aims to step up diplomatic efforts 
w ith India and Pakistan through a series of 
high-level visits, officials say. 

These will likely include travel by 
Secretary of Slate Madeleine Albright to 
Islamabad and New Delhi "before the end 
of the year.” one State Department official 
.said this week. 

Analysts here expect that Indian Prime 


Minister Indcr Kumar Gujrul and Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif mav soon 

r 

vij.il Washington us well. 

All of this, said one U.S. official, reflects 
an administration effort to “pay a lot more 
attention to South Asia in its second term ... 
You have to have high-level attention to get 
your policy off the dime.” 

Keeping archrivals India and Pakistan from 
acquiring nuclear weapons, of which both are 
believed capable, is a key U.S. concern "but 
it's not our only interest." the official said, cit- 
ing trade.and environmental issues. 

At a news conference lust week. Mr. 
Clinton said the U.S. presence “should be 
heavily fell in South Asia because of the 
long relationship we've had w'ith India ... 
but also because of the enormous potential 
of South Asia for good if things go well and 
for ill if things don’t." 

“It’s not a very hot issue here in the United 
Stales, but it’s a source of continuing con- 
cern to me that the people of Pakistan and 
the people of India have not been able ro 
work through their differences," he said. 


boosts 
protest on 

oil platform 
off Scotland 

LONDON 1 AFP 1 — Four 
Greenpeace protesters 
scaled die anchor chains of 
an oil rig to join three oth- 
ers staging a protest over 
oil exploration in Atlantic 
waters w e\r of the .Shetland 
Islands orT nonhem Scot- 
land. 

The environmental group 
said the Four landed in 
inflatable.* and used climb- 
ing gem to clumber aboard 
the British Petroleum tBPt 
rig. They carried food and 
supplies and a tarpaulin to 
make a shelter. 

Once they had estab- 
lislied themselves, two 
climbers would stav for the 

p 

night and two more wuuld 
return to the Greenpeace 
support vessel, it ,*aid. 

The activists aim lo stop 
the rig Siena Dee moving 
towards BP’s Foinaven 
Field, and Greenpeace said 
il was putting sw immer* in 
the path of the rig whenev- 
er it moved, sometimes 
blocking it for hours at a 
time. 

The fresh protesters ar- 
rived six days into an occu- 
pation of the rig by three 
others, camped in a sur- 
vival capsule strapped to 
one of its less. 

The protest is the latest 
stage in the environmental 
group's protest at oil firms 
exploring the deep Atlantic 
waters west of Scotland, as 
the quest for fresh reserves 
of oil moves beyond the 
North Sea. 

It claims that using even 
existing oil reserves will 
cause irreversible climate' 
change, and campaigner 
Liz Pratt, aboard the 
Greenpeace support ship, 
said: “Future generations 
will suffer unless we get 
politicians and oil compa- 
nies to listen to what we 
are saying." 


N. Korea reports defection of 
S. Korean opposition member 


SEOUL tRi — A prominent 
SoLirh Korean religious fig- 
ure who is a member ol the 
main opposition party has 
defected to North Korea, 
the CuntmuniM state's offi- 
cial Korean Central News 
Agency iKCN'Ai reported 
Saturday. 

KCNA. monitored from 
Tokyo, said Oh Ik-Jae. for- 
mer leader of the 1 30-v ear- 

* 

old Chondokyo religious 
group, airbed in Pyung- 
vans Fridav b\ train for 

V fc- mm 

"permanent residence." It 
did not say when he had 
Selected from the South. 

A spokeswoman for the 
main opposition National 
Congress for New Politics, 
Park Sun-Suck. >:iid the 
party had not been able to 
confirm the report. 

She said that although Mr. 
Oh still held party member- 
ship. he no longer had a for- 


mal position in the parly. 
She said he was an advisor 
to the party until May. 

The National Congress 
issued a state men t demand- 
ing ihe government investi- 
gate the matter. 

"The party will also con- 
duct an investigation, and it 
the report is true Mr. Oh 
will be expelled from the 
party." it >atd. 

"It wa> extremely shock- 
ing to hear the report of Oh 
Ik-Jae's defection to the 
North and. if the report is 
true, it is very unfortunate 
and shameful lo the Korean 
people." 

A Seoul official who dec- 
lined to be identified said bv 

m 

telephone that the govern- 
ment was investigating the 
matter to confirm whether 
Oh defected or was kid- 
napped by Pyongyang. 

The KCN A report said 


Mr. (.Hi made a public state- 
ment ai the railway station 
about hi* defection, praising 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-lf anJ criticising South 
Korean authorises. 

"I think it is a hound less 

honour to hav e come to this 

wonderful socictv led bv the 

■ ■ 

crtji General Kim Jr»nj>ll." 
Mr. Oh ujn i|uo(c:l 1 sav- 
in*!. 

"1 will devote ms remain- 

H 

ing Jay* to achieving the 
independent and peaceful 
reunification ot the country 
at an early Jjic through the 
great unity of the whole 
nation." 

KCNA said Mr. Oh met 
North Korean Cltondnkvo 

V 

religious delegate* in Bei- 
jing in 1SN* i.‘i try m reuni- 
fy North and South Korea, 
which have been divided 
since the end of World War 
II. 


Mr. Oh. 0$. has sen ed on 
the Advisory Council on 
Democratic and Peaceful 
Unification, a presidential 
adv i.sory body. An official at 
the advisor* bodv said Mr. 

9 W 

Oh's term as adv i*or ended 
in June. 

South Korean nationals 
must have government per- 
mission ro travel to Com- 
munist North Korea. Tru- 
veliins to Pxonavanc with- 
out permission i> forbidden. 

A South Korean National 
Unification Ministry offi- 
cial said Mr. Oh had not 
sought permission to travel 
to the North. 

The two Koreus are still 
technically at war. The U.S. 
has recently led fresh efforts 
to start formal talks on a 
permanent peace arrange- 
ment to replace the fraying 
armistice that ended the 
1950-53 Korean con fiict. 


Hungry North Korea grapples with drought 


BEIJING (Ri — North 
Korea, battered by two 
years or devastating 
floods, has been hit by the 
worst heatwave in y2 
years, wiping out crops 
and driving the Stalinist 
state closer to starvation, 
an aid worker said Satur- 
day. 

North Korea, alreudv 

P 

suffering severe food shor- 
tages. has had almost no 
rain since July, said Jon 
Valfells. media service 
head of the International 
Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent So- 
cieties. 

About 70 per cent of the 
country's expected maize 
harvest or some 1.5- 1.7 
million tonne* has been 
lost. Valfells said after 
arriving in Beijing from a 
two-week visit to the 
North. . 

"They have never Vad a 
drought with temperatures 
so high since 1905. " he 
said. 

Temperatures soared to 
36 degrees Celsius (97 


degree* Fahrenheit >. well 
above the seasonal aver- 
age of 2.S C f 82 F). drvinc 

w P W 

up re*ervoirs and large 
tract* of arable land, he 
said. Farmers uprooted 
com stalks which had not 
matured to plant cabbages. 

"I don't think we're opti- 
mistic," he said when 
asked if the situation could 
worsen. "The situation is 
not good... I bui.i iherc'* 
not much you can do.” 

The drought is also 
threatening the key rice 
crop, which until now ha* 
been less severely affect- 
ed. 

North Korea has been 
relvina on international 

m w 

donations since unprece- 
dented flooding in 1995- 
96 left ten* of thousands 
without fi»od. 

The federation has been 
distributing about 10.000 
tonnes of food every 
month, feeding about 
740.0(10 North Koreans. 

Aid workers have said 
the food shortage caused 
bv the floods had forced 


many people to forage for 
wild gras*e*. tree bark, 
root* and berries to supple- 
ment their meagre daily 
grain ration* of 1U0 
gramme* t3.5 ounce* i. 

Visit* to schools and 
hospitals aco'is* North 
Korea had turned up starv- 
ine children with skin 
hanging loosely from their 
limb* and festering sure*, 
aid worker* say. 

Bill Richardson, the U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nation*, said in Tokyo 
Friday that North Korea's 
food crisis was growing 
worse and lhal Washington 
was likely to respond to 
any further appeals for 
food aid to North Korea. 

The United States, a 
major food donor to North 
Korea, has provided S52 
million this vear through 
the U.N. World Food 
Programme to help slave 
off a famine caused hy two 
years of devastating floods 
compounded now by the 
drought. 

North Korea and Japan 


announced Friday they 
plan preparatory talks at 
Tokvo's embassv in Bei- 

Hi ■* 

jing on Aug. 21 to set a 
schedule for long-stalled 
negotiations aimed at nor- 
malising diplomatic ties. 

The normalisation talks 
have been stalled for five 
years over Japan's persis- 
tent demands that Pvons- 

P W- 

yang clear up allegations 
that North Korean agents 
kidnapped Japanese citi- 
zens in the 1970s and 
1 9S(.»s. Pyongyang vehe- 
mently denies the charges. 

Tokvo has cited the ab- 

m 

duct ions as the reason it 
refuses to join South Ko- 
rea. the United States and 
international organisations 
in providing food aid to 
North Korea. 

Japan, which controlled 
Korea as a colony from 
1910-45. normalised rela- 
tions with Pyongyang's 
biner rival. Seoul, in 1965 
but has yet to establish 
diplomatic lies with North 
Korea. 
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Violence in Algeria 


must stop 


THERE IS hardly a day that passes by without 
hearing about Algerian children, women and men 
being slaughtered. Only a few days ago 35 
Algerians, again including children, bad their 
throats slit in different regions of the north 
African country. Since June 5, when parliamen- 
tary elections were held, no less than 800 
Algerians lost their lives in similar fashion. Hie 
toll on life since the aborted general elections of 
1991 in which the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was poised to win is, of course, much greater. 
Thousands of people have been killed since the 
cycle of violence started, with no sign of it abat- 
ing. 

The presumption is that extremists in Algeria 
are behind these daily killings even though do fac- 
tion has openly accepted responsibility for them. 
Equally important as the identification and pun- 
ishment of the culprits is the silence of the inter- 
national community towards the daily carnage, as 
if the lives of those butchered were not the least 
bit important This callous attitude towards what 
is happening in the Arab north African country is 
shameful to say the least All the talk about 
human rights and huraanitarianism rings hollow 
when there is hardly a meaningful reaction to the 
atrocities in Algeria. Even the rhetoric against the 
massacres is muted in comparison with the reac- 
tion to the killing of innocent people elsewhere in 
the world. 

What is taking place in Algeria is no longer an 
internal matter but a concern to all m ankin d. The 
protection of human rights is an international 
responsibility, and if the Algerian authorities can- 
not cope with the continuous threats to life in 
their country, then a greater international effort 
needs to be undertaken as the highest priority. 
For one reason or another the Algerian govern- 
ment appears helpless to end the sufferings of its 
citizens. One explanation could be a deficiency in 
the police and security tactics to combat terror- 
ism. Oatside forces may also be behind the 
killings, aiming to drive home a message or two. 
When all fails, the U.N. for example, is duty 
bound to “intervene” on behalf of the innocent 
children, men and women who are being sacri- 
ficed on the altar of Algerian politics. 

The international monitoring of the Algerian 
scene could be helpful in ebbing the tide of bloody 
violence. Placing the Algerian situation on the 
agenda of various U.N. human rights bodies, espe- 
cially the U.N. Commission on Human Rights, 
appears warranted. The upcoming session of the 
UJV. General Assembly in New York offers yet 
another opportunity to come to the rescue of the 
victimised Algerians. Whatever it takes to end the 
bloodshed in Algeria must therefore be taken and 
soon. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A WRITER for Ai Arab Al Yawm said that 
despite the Jordanian-fsraeli agreement on facili- 
tating the exchange of trade between Jordan, on 
he one hand, and Israel and the Palestine self-rule 
areas, on the other. Israel continues to block trade 
in either direction. Marwan Hazine said that the 
trade accords concluded after the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty in 1994 are not implemented because 
Israel places obstacles in its way with the Inten- 
tion of maintaining its domination on the 
Palestine economy. Jordan has raised this issue 
with the Israelis through a series of joint commit- 
tee meetings and has been seeking to encourage 
trade that would benefit both parties, yet the 
Israelis fear that Jordanian goods, which are of 
high quality and made by cheaper, labour could 
flood the Palestinian markets and deprive the 
Israeli economy of its markets in the Palestine 
self-rule areas, said the writer. He said last year, 
Jordan was able to sell goods worth only $16.5 
million to the Palestinian territory when all indi- 
cations point to the fact that such trade could be 
worth hundreds of millions, if the Israeli govern- 
ment opened up the borders to Jordanian goods, 
in implementation of the bilateral accords. The 
low-cost Jordanian goods can also find their way 
easily to the Israeli markets if the door is open for 
free trade between Jordan and the Jewish state, he 
added. As part of its obstruction of the peace 
process, said the writer, the Israeli government is 
blocking trade, delaying trucks on the bridges and 
crossing points and doing all it can to prevent 
trade, in disregard of the transport and trade 
agreements and in a determined manifestation of 
its anti-peace policies. 


Government guarantees 
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IT GOES without saying that the Ministry of Finance is 
not allowed to spend any amount of money unless cov- 
ered by the approved budget Disbursing funds without 
budget or in excess of the budget is a violation which was 
committed in the past: in that case, it would be covered 
retroactively by a budget supplement issued several 
years later. Supplement budgets after actual disburse- 
ments or commitments reduce the budget to a mere 
indicative document which is not binding to the govern- 
ment. 

Having a real parliament as of 1989, the Kingdom was 
able to do away with the supplementary budgets meant to 
ratify payments made years before which were presented 
to the defunct parliament as a fait accompli. Parliaments 
at the time had no alternative but to approve the supple- 
mentary budgets because the extra expenditures were 
already incurred and had been paid for. Now we are back 
on the right track. Since the indebtedness crisis of* 
1938/1989 and as stipulated by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), we have binding budgets. 

The fiscal reform is of course welcome but, unfortu- 
nately, it is not complete. The treasury is still able to 
exceed the budget and raise extra money to cover extra 
expenditures, losses and commitments that were not bud- 
geted for. The way to do that is simply to issue a govern- 


ment guarantee to enable public sector institutions to bor- 
row from the hanks. 

Suppose that Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA), now a 
company, the Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ), the 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) airline or any other governmental 
corporation lost huge amounts of money which the gov- 
ernment does not like to acknowledge and cover from the 
budget as subsidies. The solution is easy: those corpora- 
tions are allowed to borrow the needed funds from the 
market under government guarantee. 

It is common knowledge that such loans will never be 
repaid by the borrowers in most cases, because the cor- 
porations concerned incur more losses in the coming: 
years, »«™nnlAte more deficit and need more loans and 
more government guarantees. 

The purpose of a government guarantee is to defer pay- 
ment so that the deficit In the central government budget 
appears at a future time, not during the reign of the 
Inc umb ent government. The whole process is to cany 
forward problems and burdens. 

If the par liamen t is not willing to allow funding of an 
ailin g public corporation by public funds, the minister of 
■pnap ne can still get around the objection by granting it a 
government guarantee by virtue of which the corporation 
cah get die money from the banks. When instalments 


start to fall due^the- ministry will be able to repay from 
amounts listed in the' budget under debt service, open 
amnunts get easily to the budget.because gjovertuneu 
commitments must be honoured ah time. ■ 

Whar I mol - trying, to fright** fc-/thai-; a government 
guarantee . is an 'eaSy. way to bypass die parliament, 
exceed the budget and reduce "deficit. Therefore, suck 
g»«ianti>f s nnijf ^rp pftar from now on in the budget and 
their value should be added to the deficit as well as to the 
internal public debt What we aretold about reduction of 
deficit or realising a surplus in the budget may be untrue 
if. there are. government guarantees which -are not 
accounted for in the .budget' because they do riot call tor 
cash payments infoeyearthey.were issued. 

In (his year 1997, the government made a commitment 
under die IMF adjustment and stabilisation programme 
to reduce budget deficit before’ exterrial’grapts to 3J per 
cent of tire gross domestic profit (GDP)- Tbe minfetty can 
honour this commitinem by financing tire - losses : of me 
public sector corporations through guarantees,. to enable 
them to borrow- locally rather than transfer cash. The 
other effective way of adnevirig the target of 3.1 per cent 
is fio delay payments to contractors and suppliers, Le., by 


tactics sot being used.' 
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Suicide bombing happens ‘ when Palestinian popular jrustration 

oyer Israeli failure to implement the accords is at ^highest’ 


By Michael Jansen 

THE ISRAELIS have had 
the propaganda running 
since the July 30 double 
suicide bombing at Mahane 
Yehuda market in central 
Jerusalem, blaming the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) not only 
for failin g to take action 
against prospective 

bombers but also suggest- 
ing that the authority is har- 
bouring and protecting such 
men with the aim of putting 
violent pressure on Israel to 
implement the Oslo 
accords. But nothing could 
be further from the truth. 

Since the first Oslo accord 
was signed on Sept. 13, 
1993, there have been 14 
serious bombing incidents 
against Israelis. The Israeli 
authorities contend that 
these attacks are carried out 
by inveterate Islamist ene- 
mies of peace and that they 
often occur on the eve of 
progress in implementation. 
Not so. The bombers 
always struck at times of 
crisis, when Palestinian 
popular frustration over 
Israeli failure to implement 
the accords was at its high- 
est and the ability of the 
PNA to . take repressive 
measures against militants 
was reduced. Having dis- 
covered that the pattern of 
bombings was related to the 
ups-and-downs of the peace 
process, this writer also 
found that most bombings 
were carried out in response 
to specific Israeli provoca- 
tions rather than “to destroy 
the peace process,” as the 
Israelis claim. Furthermore, 
bombers often waited until 
the peace process was in 


serious trouble to respond mutably over details and the 
to a particular Israeli provo- first deadlines were 
cation. ignored. This destroyed the 

m 


“...most bombings were carried out 
in response to specific Israeli 
provocations rather than * to 

destroy the peace process as the 
Israelis claim. Furthermore, 
bombers often waited until the 
peace process was in serious trou- 
ble to respond to a particular 
Israeli provocation.” 


This correspondent was 
present in Jerusalem, 
Jericho and Gaza on Sept. 
13-14, 1993, for the signing 
of the first Oslo accord. Hie 
atmosphere' was eclectic, 
joyful, expectant The vast 
majority of Pales tinians 
believed the accord would 
bring the end of the occupa- 
tion within an year’s time, 
inaugurate limited self-rule 
and lead to the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state 
in Gaza and almost all of 
the West Bank five years 
from the date of signing. 
And in their minds was 
etched the timetable pub- 
lished at the time of the 
signing. g 

Unfortunately, first Oslo 
was not implemented as 
expected. The accord came 
into force on OcL 13 and on 
Dec. 13 the agreement on 
Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza and Jericho was 
meant to be signed so the 
pullout could be completed 
by April 13, 1994. Instead, 
foe two sides haggled inter- 


simple progression of hand- 
overs which was supposed 
to take place and threw the 
Oslo process into confusion 
and chaos from which it has 
never recovered. Within 
three months, the Oslo 
process was already in cri- 
sis. 

Then, on Feb. 25, 1994, 
die American-lsraeli settler 
Baruch Goldstein gunned 
down 29 worshippers at al 
Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron, destroying the 
mystique of the “peace 
process” and initiating the 
cycle of post-Oslo violence. 

1994. The first bombing 
came on April 6, the 40th 
day after the mosque mas- 
sacre, a clear act of revenge. 
Nine Israelis were killed 
and 45 wounded on a bus at 
Afola. 

Hie second bombing 
came on April 13 at Hadera; 
six killed, 25 wounded. 
This was the date the with- 
drawal from Gaza-Jericbo 
was due. 

On May 4, the two sides 


signed the second Cairo 
accord preparing the way 
for the Israeli withdrawal 
from Gaza- Jericho and the 
return of PLO Chairman. 
Yasser Arafat to Palestine 
cm July 1. The euphoria 
over this event obscured the 
fact that the Israelis should 
have “redeployed” from 
areas A and B, towns and 
villages, by Jane 23 so the 
Palestinian legislative elec- 
tions could be held no later., 
than July 13. This was to be 
followed by the dissolution 
of the Israeli military gov- 
ernment Since none of 
these things happened, the 
Oslo process began to sag 
oDce again and lose popular 
support This was accelerat- 
ed by sparring between 
Israel and Hamas, begun by 
Israel which killed two 
Hamas members in. 
Jerusalem on Oct 12. On 
Oct. 14, an Israeli soldier 
•was kidnapped and lolled 
during rescue. On Oct. .19, 
there was a bombing in Tel 
Aviv, which killed 22 
Israelis and wounded 48 
and on Nov. 12, a suicide 
bomber killed three Israeli 
soldiers in Gaza. 

To put an end to this low 
level warfare Arafat insti- 
tuted a massive crack-down 
against Hamas, precipitat- 
ing riots in Gaza in mid- 
November. The peace 
process was stalled, no 
funds had flown into the 
PNA's coffers. On Dec. 25, 
another bomber struck in 
Jerusalem, wounding 12' 
Israelis. 

1995. While Oslo stalled, 
Palestinian anger built over 
seeder attempts to expand a 
Jerusalem area settlement; 
on Jan. 22, 1995, two 


bombers attacked the Beit 
lid junction; in central : 
Israel, killing 21. On April 
9, two Palestinians blew 
themselves up' outside' two 
settlements' ;in the Gaza 
Strip, killing seven Israeli 
soldiers and a U.S citizen.’ 
The Oslo process remained, 
deadlocked, stalled, state- 
mated. On. July 24: a 
bomber blew up a bus in Tel 
Aviv, ; killing six Israelis, 
wounding .2S; Aug. 21,. a 
bomber hit a "bus '■* iri 
Jerusalem, killing four 
Israelis hid one. U.S. citi- 
zen, * wounding 100. 
Meanwhile; . the two sides 
were talking desperately, 
coming up with the second 
' Oslo accord of Sept 28, 
1995, which ' detailed the 
implementation of the pro- 
visions of the ori ginal 
accord and established a 
new timetable. . ' In 
December; Israel ‘^rede- 
ployed” from six of the 
seven West Bank towns. 

1996. On Jan. 5 the 
Israelis assassinated Yahya 
Ayyash, the^ Hamas master 
bombmaker. Hamas threat- 
ened massive retaliation:' 
But the peace process had 
momentum . - . and . the 
Palestinians were preparing 
. for the general election at 
the end . of the month. 
Hamas bided its tirnd. 
Following die- Palestinians 
elections, the govenunent 
of Shimon Peres; who suc- 
ceeded the assassinated 
Yitzhak Rabin, put the Oslo 
process. Including the 
March 28 Hebron redeploy-' 
ment, into the “deep freeze” 
until after Israeli the elec- 
tion, called for the end of 
May. The peace ’ process 
promptly fell into crisis. . 


On Feb. 25,' two years 
after die Hebron mosque 
massacre, . . two V bombs 
’ struck, one in Jerusalem and 
the other near Ashkelon. 

- killin g 23 Israelis, two-U.S. 
-citizens • and one 
Palestinian. - On March 3^ 
another bomber attacked a 

, bus m Jerusalem, killing JO 
and wounding 10, and on 
March 4, a bomber blew 
. himself up in central Tel 
Aviv, killing 12 and wound- 
::.mg;ioo: Arafat reacted by 
. -. detaining 1*500 Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad activities.^ In 
May, Benyamin Netanyahu 
and-the Likud won the elec- 
tion and brought the Oslo 

- process to a. complete bait 
but (he bombers seemed to 

: . wait ahd see what, he would 
do. -■ ' 

1997. Oil Jan. 15, 
Netanyahu - and Arafat 
. sighed the : Hebron protocol, 
permitting Israels- rede- 
ployment in the seventh 
town.. Then.. Netanyahu 
: . destroyed- " the - slight 
momentum generated - by 
:■ . the implementation of - the - 
' Hebron deal by proposing 
■ -in early .March a redeploy- 
. ; ment from a minuscule 
. amount oftemtoryand by : 
\ b eginning construction .of 
; the Jabal : Abu Gbnieim/Har 
"Homa settlement .on. March 
18. On March 21, a bomber 
' killed himself and three 
women in a Tel Aviv cafo. 
The last incident, on July 
30, took place close to the 
site of the first massive 
Jerusalem blast, on Jaffa 
Road, in (he western sector 

- of the city. It coincided with 
the lowest ever level of 
Palestinian support for both 
the peace .process and 
Arafat 


The Comoros 


there is no going home again 


By G wynne Dyer 

THERE IS no country in 
the world, sadder, poorer 
and less credible than the 
“Islamic Federal Republic 
of the Comoros”, but you 
have to give the people of 
these Indian Ocean islands 
credit. The Comorans 
have thought about their 
plight and they have 
come up with a solution: 
they want to be 
recolonised. 

The Comorans are two- 
thirds of a million people 
living on three volcanic 
islands scattered across 
the Mozambique Channel 
between Africa and 
Madagascar. There used to 
be a fourth island in the 
group, but when the 
islands of Grand Comoro, 
Anjouan and Moheli 
proudly voted for inde- 
pendence in 1975. the 
island of Mayotte cannily 
voted to stay with France. 
And thereby hangs a tale. 

“There would be no 
problems on Anjouan if 
Mayotte were not there,” 
said Prince Said Ali 
KemaJ. a former finance 
minister in the Comoros 
government. after 

Anjouan secessionists 
declared their island “offi- 
cially reattached to 
France’’ last week. Now 
the people of Moheli have 


followed suit, hoisting the 
French tricolour and sev- 
ering their links with the 
regime on Grand Comoro. 
And the prince is right: it 
is all Mayotte’s fault 

The 100,000 people on 
Mayotte have not been 
deliberately provocative, 
but their mere existence is 
profoundly destabilising 
for the neighbouring 
republic. As French citi- 
zens, the Mayottais enjoy 
free education, subsidised 
medical care and a mini- 
mum wage of over $400 a 
month — which is around 
ten times the average 
income in the other three 
islands. 

No wonder so many 
Comorans toy with the 
idea of going “home” to 
France's rule; it is harsh 
and miserable out there on 
their own. and the cosy 
option they gave up for 
independence is always 
there to haunt them. But 
what pushed the 200,000 
people of Anjouan and 
Moheli over the edge was 
the perception that their 
country is governed in the 
sole interest of the biggest 
island. Grand Comoro. 

Most people are dirt- 
poor there too, but not 
President Mohammed 
Taki and his friends. Taki 
is so fond of going abroad 
on official visits mat he is 


known as “the pilot”, and 
little of the sparse aid that 
reaches the Comoros gets 
past the president and his 
coterie of relatives and 
retainers. As for legitima- 
cy — well Taki came to 
power two years ago as 
the beneficiary of the 17th 
coup in the Comoros since 
1975. 

Like many of the other 
coups, it was planned and 
led by Bob Denard, a now 
aged french mercenary 
who was the real power 
behind the presidency for 
over half the Comoros’ 22 
years, of independence. 
Paris actually sent troops 
to arrest Denard after the 
1995 coup, and be is now 
back in France, bnt Taki is 
still in power, and it is 
easy to see why Comorans 
have come to view the 
state with contempt. 

Add in 90 per cent 
unemployment on the 
outer islands, and the sur- 
prise is only that it took so 
long for Anjouan and 
Moheli to try to break 
away from the Comoros 
and get back to France. 
(Grand Comoro would 
probably vote for reannex- 
ation too, but that is where 
the army is, so nobody's 
going to ask them.) 

When the crisis first 
broke last week, the 
Organisation of African 


Unity moved with unusual 
speed to get a delegation 
onto the breakaway 
islands. It is not just horri- 
bly embarrassing for 
Africans to be demanding 
recolonisaiion. Breaking 
up an existing state is also 
a breach of the OAU’s 
most fundamental rale: 
that former colonial bor- 
ders must be preserved at 
all costs, to avoid endless 
wars of secession , among 
Africa’s 51 states. But so 
far, the OAU delegation 
has had no luck in talking 
to. the secessionists, out of 
their plans. 

And what about the - 
French? Are they moved 
by this display of affection 
and loyalty in their former 
colonial ' subjects? 

Certainly not. The French 
Foreign Ministry 

spokesman said: “We 

rejoice that the OAU has 
decided to appoint a spe- 
cial . envoy to the 
Comoros,” and added that 
“France respects the tetri- : 
tonal integrity of the 
Islamic Federal Republic - 
of the Comoros.” In other; 
words, the French welfare. ’ 
system has enough over- 
seas clients already. - 
.. France has the largest . 
remaining , . . overseas^ 
empire of anydfthe 
European colonial powers. - 
One and a half infllinn 


people live on islands and 
territories ' scattered 
around the.. Caribbean; 
South America, the Indian 
Ocean/ and the North 
Atlantic (hat are treated as 
integral parts of ^France 
(the “overseas depart- 
ments^, and another half- 
million in “overseas -terri- 
tories”; mostly in the 
South Pacific. In the for- - 
mer category . 
Martinique; Guadeloupe,. 
French Guyana, Reunion, . 
Mayotte, and St. Pieme 
and Miquelon — the resi- 
dents enjoy all the ri ghts 
of Reach citizenship; . 

The relationship- makes 

no - economic sense for' 
France, which has to sub- 
sidise its overseas depait- 
ments heavily , in order to 
give . . them ' even the 
sketchiest approximation 
of a French standard of 
living. . But ' it did make ' 
emotional sense for the 
French thirty, forty or fifty - 
yens ago, when the pain 
of being' rejected and' 
ejected by the rest of their ' 
empire was assuaged by 
the decision . of -these 
places to: stay -with the 
mother country (for a- 
price). ■ 

. It has .always made / 
excellchT . sense for . ibe • 
people ‘ of-" Guadeloupe, ' 
Goyana or Mayotte, - who Vr 
traded the doubtful joys of 


. a threadbare independence . 
. for the solid comforts of 
the French social services. 
Now, a generation further 
on, there are lots of other 
former -French colonies 
.dial would gladly make 
. the same choice, but the - 
door is closed. The French 
have recovered froth their 
post-imperial depression, 
and are not interested in 
buying further emotional 
solace. 

- Indeed, Paris is- slashing 
the ^amount of. - money it 
’spends . ' on maintaining 
what . General de Gaulle, 
.thirty years ago, ; would. 

: have- unashamedly- called 
■ "la gioire” (literally, 
France’s “glory*^ In. par- 
ticular, France is making 
deep curs in the number of 
troops it has traditionally 
based in .its -former 
colonies in Africa. 

Theplaces that made the 
choice-to stay-with Fraride 
in the period 1946.1975 
ire home and dty,:because 
they, elect ' senators . and 
deputies who are a sigmfi- . 
cant element in the politi- 
cal .tystem in Paris, but 
thcrelwiil be iio additions. 
Anjouan and Moheli can 
drape. ^ themselves - in 
French flags, to their 
hearts' . content but they 
are to inde- 

pendence. . 
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The Komodo dragon, photographed by tourists who pose the threat of extinction to the carnivorous reptile (AFP 
photo) 

Tourism threatens Komodo’s dragons 


KOMODO. Indonesia 
(AFP) — The Komodo 
dragon, a distant cousin of 
the tyrannosaurus rex and 
one of the strangest, most 
deadly creatures to stalk die 
face of the planet has per- 
haps found its nemesis — 
the tourist. 

The carnivorous king of 
reptiles, or varan us kumod- 
tx’nsis, u ith its dietary pref- 
erence For carrion, was fust 
discovered by the scientific 
community in 1912 on die 

P 

Indonesian island of Komo- 
do. some 500 kilometres 
east of Bali. 

Today, the Komodo drag- 
on is classified as “a species 
in danger of extinction’" 
with both Indonesian and 
foreign scientists attempt- 
ing to raise the fierce lizard 
in captivity and study ways 
to protect it. 

Tourism to Komodo 
Island is perhaps the great- 
est Threat to the species. 

The dragon, which can 
reach, lengths from snout to 
fail of three metres and 
weigh some 50 kilo- 
grammes, has had to adapt 
to an environmental imbal- 
ance caused by such activi- 
ties as increased breeding of 
deer as part of efforts by 
locals to draw more tourists 
to see ihe famed lizard. 

‘The practice of bailing 
Komodo ilragons encour- 
aged a considerable number 
of Komodo dragons to 
become dependent on the 
weekly feeds, thereby dis- 
rupting their natural behav- 
iour and habituating them to 
die presence of humans." 
said British scientist Ronald 
J. Li Hey. working with the 
World Wide Fund for 
Nature’s Indonesia pro- 
gramme. 

‘The smaller females in 
the group at rhe feeding site 
are excluded from this ibod 
source and consequently 
become less fit for breed- 
ing." he added 
The dragon can generally 
hold its own with such 
defences as its poisonous 
bite and tail that is often 
used as a flail. Its lumbering 
and sleepy appearance is 
also deceiving and conceals 
an ability to move at speeds 
which allow it to bring 
down large prey such as 
deer and buffalo. 

Exposure to tourism and 
man has put its mark on the 


species; an estimated 7.000 
dragons lived on five 
islands in 1971 and now just 
4.000 inhabit the islands of 
Komodo, Rinca ami Gili 
Motang. 

Every- day. half a dozen 
boats ply their way to 
Komodo's pier to unload 
groups of tourists from 
other popular destinations 
like Baii. Lombok or Flores. 

Guides lead them on foot 
to areas u'here they are 
“guaranteed’’ to see the 
dragons during feeding 
rime. 

The tourist trade has also 
brought many Indonesians 
to the island seeking a share 
of die profits despite official 
regulations against further 
settlement of the 30.000 


hectare island where the 
population has grcwvn from 
fewer than 600 ly more than 
700 in recent years. 

Environmental pressure 
on the dragon is likely to get 
worse with improved trans- 
portation to the island which 
must currently be reached 
by a day’s travel over rough 
seas. 

Many of the bouts plying 
rhe routes around Komodo 
are capable of delivering 
KXJ people at a time. 

Not far off" the island, on 
Flores, siime 40 kilometres 
away, local authorities have 
decided to build u new air- 
port. making it possible to 
visit Komodo from Bali in 
about half a day. 

Scientists seem to have 


conceded defeat in the main 
battle to save the Kumodo 
dragon and are focusing 
now on saving what is left 
of the species, with five pro- 
grammes on raising the ani- 
mals in captivity, says Mr. 
LiJley. 

If the programmes in 
Indonesia and the United 
States are successful, they 
could soon become capable 
of reintroducing the Komo- 
do dragon to the uninhabit- 
ed island of Pudar. which 
would be off-limits to 
tourists. 

“A planned captive breed- 
ing and re introduction facil- 
ity on Padar will provide the 
base for serious long-term 
scientific studies on dragon 
ecology.” he said. 
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Colossal continental shifts may 

have spurred explosion in species 


By Kathy Sawyer 

WASHLNGTON — A 
colossal shift in the 
Earth's mass half a bil- 
lion years ago caused 
continents to migrate 
rapidly from frigid polar 
regions to the steamy 
tropics, and vice versa, 
scientists report, in a 
global upheaval that may 
help explain an astonish- 
ingly sudden increase in 
the diversity of living 
creatures on the planet. 

The dramatic discovery 
that the world’s geogra- 
phy rotated 90 degrees at 
the .same historical 
moment when evolution 
suddenly accelerated was 
presented by researchers 
at the California Institute 
of Technology who 
based their conclusion on 
an unprecedented analy- 
sis of rhe magnetic fields 
of rocks collected over 
20 years worldwide. 

If confirmed, the find- 
ings could provide a 
long-sought explanation 
for an event in Earth's 
history known as the 
“Cambrian Explosion." 
During this period the 
land experienced a bio- 
ogical “big bang" that 
has never been repeated. 
New types of animals 
emerged at rates more 
than "20 limes normal, 
leaving the first fossil 
records of virtually every 
sort of swimming, flying 
or crawling animal that 
exists today. 

But scientists have 
been baffled about the 
cause. 

The new Findings, 
described in the most 
recent issue of Science, 
indicate that the evolu- 
tionary surge coincided 
with an equally unique 
shift of the major land 
masses, which brit£^ly 
travelled 31 speeds hun- 
dreds of times faster than 
anything seen in recent 
history. Within the rela- 
tively short span of 15 


E 


million years, regions 
that had been at the north 
and south poles relocated 
to the equator, and two 
points on opposite sides 
of the equator became 
the new pole**. 

The*? massive changes 
would have produced 
traumatic alterations in 
regional climates and. 
the researchers theorise, 
could have broken up 
broad existing communi- 
ties ot creatures into 
smaller, more inbred 
ecosystems, where ani- 
mals are known to evolve 
more rapidly and effi- 
ciently. 

The idea that the geo- 
logical uphea\ al might 
have influenced the bio- 
logical one "just fils 
nicely," said Joseph 
Kirschvink, the geologist 
who led the research. 
“It's a radical idea, 
admitiedlv. but iL can be 
tested." 

Geomagnetic studies of 
samples * show that, 
beginning about 534 mil- 
lion years ago, the 

ancient supercontineni 
known as Gondvvutialand 
r from which South 
America. Africa. India. 
Australia. New- Zealand, 
and other lands are 

derived) rotated counter- 
ciockw ise almost 90 

degrees, tn the same 

enod. North America 
ikew'ise migrated from a 
position near the South 
Pole to straddle the equa- 
tor. 

On the eve of litis glob- 
al movement, violent 
earthquakes had been 
tearing continents asun- 
der and slamming them 
back together, throwing 
up towering volcanic 
mountain ranges at the 
seams. About 550 mil- 
lion years ago. Mr. 
Kirschvink speculates, 
there must have been a 
particularly large 

“crunch event” that 
sutured bits of many con- 
tinents together while a 


E 


huge chunk of the .sea s 
floor sank, easting up a 
new vulcanic range near 
the South Pole. 

Like a wade of cum 
stuck on the underside uf 
a child's toy top. this 
huge cold slab of rock 
apparently was enough u« 
throw the planet's mass 
distribution off killer. 

Sueh an event appar- 
ently triggered a process 
known ~as “true polar 
wander." which is quite 
different from the well- 
known ongoing process 
of movement in the 
Earth's crust culled tec- 
tonic motion. Mr. 
Kirschvink said. Tecton- 
ic motion is driven by 
heat convection inside 
the planet, which mu\e< 
giant crystal plates a few 
inches per year, trigger- 
ing earthquakes and vol- 
canic activity. 

By contrast, polar w an- 
der is driven by an imbal- 
ance in the planet-wide 
distribution of mass rela- 
te e 10 its spin axis. Any 
spinning body “tries" to 
place its fattest part at its 
equator, as is evident in 
ihe shape of a toy top. In 
Earth's case, once the 
imbalance de\ eloped, the 
land masses apparently- 
sped across the planet's 
face at speeds well over 
several teel per year as 
the planer tried to “right" 
its balance. 

''Earth has followed a 
■plate-tectonic speed 
limit’ for the past 200 
million vears or so." said 
David Evans, a Califor- 
nia Institute of Technolo- 
gy graduate and a co- 
author of the paper, “with 
nothing approaching the 
velocities needed for this 
early Cambrian reorgani- 
sation.” 

The link to the Cambri- 
an explosion of life is 
speculative. Existing life 
forms would have been 
forced to cope with 
rapidly changing climat- 
ic conditions, The team 


assert.-, a- tropical lands 
slid int«< the cold polar 
regions, and culd lands 
heated up. 

The global shifts could 
haw disrupted regional 
ecosystems. breaking 
(hem into m««rc isolated 
communities. Mr. 

Kirschvink suggested. 
Studies have shown that 
“evolutionary innova- 
tions are much more like- 
ly to survive in a small 
inbreeding population." 
he noted. 

Even the slightest 
change in ocean currents 
can have a dramatic 
effect on regional cli- 
mates. noted Robert Rip- 
perdan. co-author and a 
geochemist at the Llni- 
versity of Puerto Rico. 

The global shift could 
explain another mystery 
of the Cambrian period 
— laree swines in the 
ocean’s record ot carbon 
deposits. Mr. Ripperdan 
said. "No one could chink 
of a mechanism" to 
explain this, he said. 
Lender the new theory, 
"all of the evidence sud- 
denly makes sense." 

If the ocean circulation 
system was changing 
every million y ears or so. 
as the geological record 
indicates, that would 
leave enough time for the 
process of natural selec- 
tion 10 produce new ani- 
mal adaptations, the 
researchers suggest. 

"Then, wham! They're 
hit again and the process 
repeats itself." Mr. 
Kirschv ink said. “That is 
a great script for increas- 
ing diversity." 

Other scientists said the 
Kirschvink hypothesis is 
as startling, and as 
intriguing, as the theory 
that some kind of impact 
led to the extinction of 
the dinosaurs — a theory' 
at first dismissed but now 
widely accepted. 

Washington Post 
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EAT, DRINK AND DROOL! 


Hard Rock Cafe (hard rak ca-fe) n. 1. palace 
of crave 2. the temple of immortality 3. 
amazing food 4. amazing drink 5. amazing 

atmosphere 6. amazing everything 

LOVE ALL SERVE ALL ... 
SAVE THE PLANET 
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Oman weighs more 
Eurobond borrowing 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Oman is considering more 
Eurobonds to finance eco- 
nomic reforms after a suc- 
cessful operation early this 
year, a senior Omani official 
said Saturday. 

Finance Ministry Under- 
secretary Darwish Al 
Balushi said Oman had 
already raised $250 million 
in a single Eurobond flota- 
tion at a fixed interest rate, 
which Mill mature in the 
year 2001. 

“Concerning a new 
Eurobond issue. this 
depends on some factors." 
Mr. Balushi told the United 
Arab Emirates business 
weekly Emirates Today. 

“What is important is that 


we entered the international 
bond market to be there. So. 
it is not a matter of only one 
issue and it is over.” 

Mr. Baiusbi did not men- 
tion when new bonds would 
be issued or the targeted 
sum. which is needed .to 
fund privatisation and other 
reforms. 

Oman, a small non-OPEC 
oil producer, is the first Gulf 
Arab state to resort to 
Eurobonds although it bor- 
rows frequently from the 
domestic market. Its total 
foreign debt is estimated at 
between $2.5 billion and $3 
billion. 

Mr. Balushi said 
Eurobond issues would not 
affect domestic borrowing 


as the government plans this 
year to issue new bonds for 
local investors worth 118 
million riyals ($306.8 mil- 
lion!. 

“Oman’s entry into the 
international bond market 
was not basically intended 
to raise $250 million," he 
said, referring to the issue in 
March. 

“The main goal was that 
Oman wanted to present 
itself and its economic 
experiment and achieve- 
ments to the world as we are 
switching from an economy 
based on the government 
and oil to a diversified econ- 
omy, where the private sec- 
tor has the main role and 
more foreign capital is 


attracted." 

Mr. Baiusbi said Oman 
had slashed public invest- 
ment from 2.7 billion riyals 
($7.02 billion ) in the fourth 
five-year development plan 
to 500 million riyals ($1.3 
billion) in die fifth plan to 
encourage private invest- 
ment. 

“The fifth plan was based 
on the fact that private 
investment will increase and 
there will be profitable pro- 
jects," he said. 

“There are six large pro- 
jects in the pipeline, includ- 
ing gas liquefaction, alu- 
minium. sewage and other 
ventures. These will activate 
private savings,” said the 
official. 


Iranian economy still dogged by inflation 


TEHRAN (R) — Tran’s 
economy is stuck with 
double-digit inflation 
despite government suc- 
cess in reining in an offi- 
cial rate of nearly 50 per 
cent just two years ago. 

Retail prices for food and 
consumer goods in Tehran 
Friday indicated the gov- 
ernment may have difficul- 
ty in reaching its target of 
pushing inflation below 20 
per cent for the current 
Iranian year which ends in 
March 1998. 

Inflation — together 
with unemployment — are 
the main economic con- 
cerns of ordinary Iranians 
and both issues will have 
to be tackled by Iran’s new 
President Mohammad 
Khatami. 

President Khatami, who 
was sworn into office on 
Aug. 4 after his landslide 
election victory in May, 
said this week he would 
move quickly to address 
Iran's economic plight. 

So strong has been the 
rise in local prices that 
Tehran, a city of more than 
seven million, has become 
rhe world’s 35th most 
expensive city, according 
to a survey released this 


month by the Swiss-based 
Corporate Resources 
Group. 

Tehran was the world's 
second cheapest city just 
two years ago. according 
to the same study. 

Inflation in the last Iran- 
ian year to March 1997. 
which is based on prices of 
a basket of commodifies 
and goods, officially stood 
at 23.2 per cent against 
49.4 per cent the year 
before, according to Cen- 
tral Bank ^Governor 
Mohsen Nourbakhsh. 

Iran in 1994 set up wide- 
ranging price controls but 
economists say most con- 
sumers are obliged to buy 
needed goods at higher 
black-marker prices ro 
avoid having to queue for 
articles at official prices 
which are in short supply. 

‘’Prices are still going up 
especially for those goods 
which are exported. Even 
when the government 
increases our salary, the 
shopkeepers just put up the 
prices" said one house- 
wife whose husband's 
state salary is 500,000 
riyals ($167) a month. 

House prices, rents and 
transport are all on the up 


and with less than five 
months of the Iranian cal- 
endar complete, prices are 
already posting high dou- 
ble-digit growth. 

Meat, vegetable and fruit 
prices reflect this trend. 

Apples at a municipal 
market in Tehran were 
selling at 1.300 riyals (43 
U.S. cents) a kilogramme 
Friday up 14 per cent on 
this time last year. 

Despite ample supplies 
of vegetables and fruit, 
prices have continued to 
rise since March and are 
expected to climb further 
in the coming months. 

“As it gets closer to 
autumn, the prices will 
increase because there is 
less food available," said 
Abolfazl, a stall-owner at 
the market said. 

Meat prices are also ris- 
ing strongly and shoppers 
complained of a lack of 
quality meat. 

Red meat has increased 
to 15,000 riyals a kilo- 
gramme from 12,000 
riyals in March — a rise of 
25 per cent — while chick- 
en fetched 7,000 riyals 
compared to 4,500 riyals, 
one shopper said. 

Prices for new and sec- 


ond-hand cars also contin- 
ue to appreciate strongly. 

“Since the start of the 
year (in March) average 
prices of cars have 
increased by an average of 
10 per cent regardless of 
whether they are new, old, 
imponed or made locally." 
said Gholam Rezaei, an 
inspector at Tehran’s- cen- 
tral car market. 

The riyal's value on the 
Tehran's illegal currency 
market has not escaped 
inflationary pressures with 
street dealers quoting a 
rate of 4,700 riyals to the 
dollar Friday, up on 4,600 
in January: 

The dollar had risen 
recently to a high of 4,800 
riyals but was still weaker 
than the 4,900 level it 
reached at the end of 1 996. 

The official exchange 
rate is 3,000 riyals to the 
dollar and government also 
has rate of 1,750 riyals for 
its budget accounts. 

“The riyal has weakened 
because there's more 
demand for dollars as more 
people are travelling 
abroad at the moment," 
said one street dealer. 


Indian economy risks stagnating if reforms stall — ADB 


FUKUOKA. Japan (AFP) — 
The Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) said Sunday that Indi- 
an markets were still “highly 
di stoned" and the economy 
risked stagnating if initial 
reforms stalled. 

India has had “much less 
success” than China in recent 
years, the Manila-based bank 
said in a special study to 
marks its 30th anniversary. 
India has also “lagged behind 
the countries of east and 


southeast Asia in both growth 
and poverty alleviation." 

“Historically, India's eco- 
nomic strategy differed wide- 
ly from that of its east and 
southeast Asian neighbours, 
with' much greater state con- 
trol of production and distrib- 
ution." it said. 

“Low investment productiv- 
ity resulted from India's plan- 
ning strategy, which was 
characterised by the distrust 
of the price mechanism, a 


preference for administrative 
controls and a belief in self- 
reliance that negated the effi- 
cient use of foreign trade and 
technology.” 

The report noted the Indian 
reform process, begun in 
1991, initially focussed on 
achieving macroeconomic 
stabilisation through fiscal, 
adjustment and improved bal- 
ance of payments manage- 
ment. 

‘To this end, the authorities 


have eased financial sector 
controls, strengthened pru- 
dential regulation and 
reduced trade restrictions. 

“However, in each of these 
cases, the reforms have been 
modest at best. Markets for 
land, labour and capital are 
still highly distorted, many 
government officials continue 
to be lukewarm about foreign 
investment and (he transac- 
tion costs for investors remain 
high. 
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MY HUSBAND STRUCK ME. 
YDUR HONOR, AND THIS 
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SHE HAD HER BACK 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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23400 


£4063 

163^6 

2.199* 

2874.97 
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CH Franc 

0^6545 
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0.0086 
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1.3109 

- 

1.1963 

15JS 

180.55 

'5j4025 

CA Dollar 

0.71 7* 

1^393 

0.4547 

1 JOS 67 

1^0 

- 

1306J90 

1J087 

4.5125 

ITGra 

(UKJ05 

14)243 

0^474 

0J0838 

1567.64 

0.7643 

• 

11.54 
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0JZ213 

3341 

334100 

- 


Middle Eastern Currencies 





ARK 

.'■■BAH'v 

./.■QAT^ 



tLbps: 
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0.9044 
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2.65 
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1Z2846 
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01723 
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- 
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0.65 
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* . 
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- 


Ener g y 


Mid-East Currencies 



ft ;£a8tH] 

'revibBi 

| Brent 

1825 

1829 

tnr.Texa 

1925 

19.70 

Bonny 

18J95 

1829 

Dubai 

1720 

1726 

UL Gas 

210.00 

21020 


' .o'Currency-^^ 


iDEMC) 



IS'JPXS 1 

SA Riyal 

02668 

02981 

0.16887 

029728 

31.0492 

AE Dirham 

02723 

020862 

0.17245 

021592 

31.7078 

KW Dinar 

32755 

6.11995 

2.07469 

5.0025 

381288 

BH Dinar 

02770 

42554 

128011 

425186 

308.928 

CY Pound 

12179 

3294 

1.151 

3775 

211.604 


Metal Prices 



TSidT 

■Offer"- 

Gold (oz's) 

325.9 

326 A 

Silver (oz's) 

421 

4.43 

Platinum (oz’s) 

434 

437 

AL (3 Months) 

1721 

1724 

CU (3 Months) 

2278 

2283 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1483 ' 

1488 

Lead (3 Months 

601 

603 

Nl (3 Months) 

6720 

6740 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Period 






C -jtcy.u 



USD 

5.50 

J.62 
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7.00 
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3.19 
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NIKKIE 225 
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US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Steriting 

1.1235 

1.1291 

DE Mark 

03794 

03813 

CH Franc 

04635 
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FR Franc 

0.1126 

0.1132 

JP Yen 

03095 

0.6125 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Mimic 
5 Amerind 
10 Word to a cat 

14 Take on 

15 Promising one 

16 Forbidden 

17 Lactic or boric 

18 Type type 

19 Sesame leader 

20 June grad’s 
degree 

22 Metal sheet 

23 NC college 

24 o'clock 
scholar* 

25 Famine 
alternative? 

27 Claimed, as a 
right 

31 — plume 

32 Cyclades island 

33 Command to 
Dobbin 

34 Mont Blanc site 

35 Sulky puller 

36 Links cry 

37 The Dodgers’ 
Hodges 

38 Indian craft 

39 FGghtless birds 

40 Predict 

42 City on the Aare 

43 Certain votes 

44 Soccer great 

45 Epic poet 
47 June grad’s 

award 

52 Sermon's end 

53 Kind of shooter 

54 South American 
Indian 

55 Silver skates 
owner 

56 Tabasco or 
cranberry 

57 Carpe — 

58 Bohemian 

59 Wat or John 

60 Raison d' — 

DOWN 

1 Jezebel's 
spouse 

2 Type type 

3 Newsman 
Sevareid 

4 Camot-tops 


1 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 





45 (46 


55 



by Harvey Chew 


5 Cat with spots 

6 Wise lawgiver 

7 Muslim prince 

8 Obtains 

9 Previous to 

10 Purloined 

11 June grad's 
garb 

12 Assist 

13 Melody 

21 Different 

22 Sch. gps. 

24 Cupid 

25 Book size 

26 June grad’s 
goal? 

27 Duck deceiver 

28 Gen. Robert — 

29 Uncanny 

30 Ruby and 

Sandra 

31 Some horses 

32 Actor Andrews 

35 Annie Oakley 

36 FDR chat site 

38 Scorch 

39 Seaweed 

41 Weensy leader 


Puzzle solved: 
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42 Personal alarm 

44 Nez — 

45 Sound of 
laughter 

46 Bradley or 
Sharif 

47 Chaise 


48 Carry 

49 Contract, as the 
brow 

50 Bakery worker 

51 “What's in 
a‘— r 

53 Fast iet 
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FORECAST FOR SUN^ 
DAY, AUGUST 17, 1997 i .. 


By Thomas S. Piensonf" ■ 
Astrologer, Carroll ;£ 
Righter Foundation *- 

ARIES: (March 21 to 

April 19) Plan how to ^ 
some special talent opera, 
tional. Take a little trip 
today with your mate and 
be happy by seeing some 
very interesting locations. 
Labour on your future 
together and this will 
bring you both closer. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Show more 
warmth at home today 
and a greater in what your 
loved ones are doing. 
Avoid friends who are too 
self-seeking and only 
interested in doing the 
recreational activities 
which only benefit them. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Contact some 
friends today with whom 
you want to have a better 
relationship. Handle any 
neglected correspondence 
to fellow business associ- 
ates and thereby you can 
make a good impression 
upon a bigw ig. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21 ) Understand 
how you can become 
more prosperous in the 
days ahead by discussing 
with a bigwig your abili- 
ties and use his or her 
advice. Study your news- 
paper and other periodi- 
cals carefully for creative 
ideas. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Be your charming 
self in the morning today, 
and will welcome you 
with open arms especially 
those in authority. Do not 
make any expensive deals 
later this evening so that 
you will have extra funds 
for the days ahead. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Trust your 
intuitive faculties today 
and use them wisely, 
thereby you can become 
quite successful in your 
career activities. Your 
personal life may be dis- 
appointing because you 
didn't follow up on offers 
for recreational activities. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) If you get 
in touch with a good 
friend today, new projects 
will get rolling more 
quickly. "The evening is a 
fine time to spend with 
your loved ones, so make 
plans to go to a romantic 
location and make it spe- 
cial. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Handle 
your outside duties in an 
efficient manner and 
thereby you can become 
successful. You should 
not forget personal goals 
which are important. Get 
in touqh with influential 
people to get the backing 
you need. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
You can study a new phi- 
losophy with renewed 
interest and thereby you 
will learn the tools neces- 
sary for prosperity. Post- 
pone that meeting you 
had planned with a 
friend, since more impor- 
tant matters have devel- 
oped concerning business 
activities. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Plan how you can best 
add ro your income today, 
and thereby you will have 
extra funds for d rainy 
day. Schedule your activ- 
ities for the upcoming 
days ahead and consult 
with fellow associates. 
Maintain harmony with 
your mate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Make 
a new deal with a fellow 
associate to get your 
career activities in well- 
order. Try not to disagree 
with your mate, or with 
anyone else, for that mat- 
ter during the evening or 
a difficult situation could 

develop. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Try to make 
your home a more cheer- 
ful place to be today, and 
invite close friends and 
make therrt feel welcome. 
Plan your activities for 
several days ahead there- 
by you can make the most 
of your time and energies. 

Birthstoae of August: 
Peridot — Golden 
Quartz . 
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Committee finds irregularities 
in the construction sector 

** A JOINT com in: lice lrum the associations of 
engineers and contractors has recently inspected 
285 projects under implementation and was 
shocked to lind out that 1 55 of the projects were 
being implemented by contractors who were not 
classified. The committee also Pound that only 20 
resident engineers were found on the sites of the 
projects. 

“The council of the association considers this as 
a worrying situation as it shows the extent of 
dereliction in construction projects at the private 
sectors in terms of implementation and supervi- 
sion," Hosni Abu Ghida. the Engineers Associa- 
tion vice president said. “This matter presses the 
council and the concerned parties to intervene to 
put an end to this negative phenomenon.” he 
stressed noting that the findings of the committee 
clearly show the extent of derclicLion and circum- 
vention regarding the Taws and regulations. 

The vice president revealed Ural the council of 
the association, has actually started to lake practi- 
cal and tough measures to come out of (his fact 
and put an end to the dangerous violations in 
cooperation with the Association of Contractors 
and the National Building' Committee. He 
explained that, both associations are presently 
working on a new draft regulation to control the 
construction sector in the private sector tAl Dus- 
tour i. 

Government awarded 1,500 
tenders valued at JD196m in ‘96 

** THE GOVERNMENT awarded 1,500 tenders 
for a total value of JD 196 million last year, the 
director general of the Government Tenders 
Directorate has said. Of the total amount, JD37.7 
million were for roads. JD7S million for buildings, 
ID50.9 million for water and sewerage. JD19.5 
million for electro-mechanical works and JD19.9 
milEon for other projects. 

According to the annual report, the volume of 
work in the transport sector amounted to JD4S.2 
million and in the education sector to JDI 1.7 mil- 
lion. The health and energy sectors followed with 
JDI9.1 million and JD4.3 million respectively. 
The bousing sector’s share was JD2.8 million with 
defence and security taking JD6.3 million. 

Amman had the largest volume of work with a 
JD75.6 million total. It was followed by Irbid at 
JD59.2 million. Ma'an at JDI 1.5 million, Balqa 
and Karak each at JD10.S million and Aqaba tak- 
ing JD6.3 million. Tafileh and Madaba trailed the 
list at JD3.5 million and JD2.S million respective- 
ly (Al Dustour). 

Mulki denies floating prices of 
local and imported cigarettes 

** INDUSTRY. TRADE and Supply Minister 
Hani Mulki denied that the prices of cigarettes 
were floated from Friday, Aug. 15. Dr. Mulki said 
the ministry is studying «the floating of prices of 
local and imported cigarettes but no date has yet 
been fixed for the floating. He explained that a 
decision to this effect is linked to the volume of 
cigarettes stocked at the ministry's warehouses 
and to the capability of local production to com- 
pete (Al Ra’i). 
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“I'm starting to look old. 

We need to get a younaer mirror.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

m by Hanri AmoMuid Mika AnjMon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each .square, to form 


CHOUP 





• 



Oi WMunIMi Sotos. Inc. 


KWATE 
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THROCC 


m 

m 

w 

m 

■ 
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CLARIA 


mmmm 

■ 




Print answer hen 


Jumbles: 

Answer: 


•a 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Th 


y y y 
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(Answera tomorrow) 

FLOUT STOIC CATNIP VIOLIN 
This can affect the cost ot balloons - 
INFLATION 


Four companies publish mid-year financial results 


Jordan Phosphate Mines 


By Samir Ghaui 
Jordan Times Staff Rc[u^ritt m 


AMMAN_ - — Despite ninny attempts to cnruucl 
senior officials of the Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany (JPMC) to obtain clarification about the signif- 
icant drop in sales, gross income and net profit of the 
major firm, the Jordan Times was unsuccessful in 
finding anyone who was willing in explain the poor 
performance in the first half of this year. 

According lu the balance shed and profit and loss 
siatemcnr sent to the Amman Financial Market as of 
June 30, 1907, JPMC posted a JDI 2.71 million gross 
income compared 10 JD25.08 million during ihe first 
half of 19%. The decline was a direct result of a 
large drop in sales which went down from JDI 17.81 
at the end of June 1996 to JDIU6.36 million al the 
end of June 1997. 

Sales of the phosphate unit and the fertiliser unit 
were JD66.2S million and JD40.07 million respec- 
tively during the first half of ihis year, the financial 
statements showed without giving comparative fig- 


ures. 

After taking into account other income as well as 
administrative and celling expenses, ihc net profit 
plunged to a low of JD3.S9 million after having been 
at JE) 12.49 million at the end of June 1996. 

The net profit uf the phosphate unit actually stood 
at JD5.S9 million but the amount fell to JD3.JS9 mil- 
lion as a result of a JD2 million loss posted b> ihc 
fertiliser unit. 

A quick analysis of the balance sheet shows that 
inventories of finished products were the main factor 
behind a rise of current as>ets from JDI 37. 16 million 
at the end of last >car lu JD 144.63 million at the end 
of ihi.s year’s first half. Other assets ihai included 
investments, payments on work in progress and 
spare parts as well as some supplies increased from 
Ju 104.96 million to JDI 14.12 million. 

The total of fixed assets declined from JD 148.65 
million to JD143.57 million al the end of June 1997. 

In terms of current liabilities, short-term loans and 
bank credits increased to JD35.32 million and 
JD47.52 million from JD30.72 million and JD41.32 
million respectively al the end of 1996. Loans 
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ORGANIZED MARKET SHAM PRICE LIST POA SATURDAY 16/08/1997 
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nsainst export credits and other pa\ab!es also 
increased to JD9.S1 million tJD7.71 million t and to 
JD15.S0 million tJDV.SO million i. 

Shareholders' equity remained unchanged at 
JDIS5.62 million. 

In addition to the Jordan Phosphate Mines Compa- 
ny the following three other companies this week 
published midyear financial results: 

The United Company for Financial Investment 

Net profit generated by the company during the 
first half of this year amounted to JD30.29S But of 
this amount JD 17.184 were retained earnings. How- 
ever. the operations and profitability of the company 
registered higher li cures during the month of July 
after the closing of June 30. I9$7. 

The company earned u total of JD55.666 in broker- 
age fees before administrative and general expenses 
reduced the figure to a net proiii of JD1S.3I7. 

Current assets at the end of June 30. 19^7 totalled 
JDI. 17 million, of which JD 250.000 were cash on 
hand and at banks. JD0.39 million in receivables. 
JD0.33 million in intangible assets and JDI 80.649 
worth of shares portfolio. 

The liabilities were a minimal JDl34.h75 of 
payables as most funds were concentrated in capital 
and various reserves in addition to retained earnings 
for a total of JDI. OS million. 

The Middle East Insurance Company 

The high profit posted by the department of gener- 
al aceidcnLs had a major effect on reversing the 
decline in profits posted by other insurance depart- 
ments. Combined, the tola! profit climbed from 
JD0.39 million to JD0.40 million at the end of June 
1997. 

By adding other income from investment returns, 
bank interest and profit from share trading, the com- 
pany’s total income rose to JDU.5S milliun but ended 
with a JD0.42 million net profit after deducting var- 
ious administrative and general expenses. Net profit 
at the end of last year's first half stood at JD0.40 mil- 
lion. 

At the end of June J997. the company's assets 
totalled JDI 2.07 million (JDI 1.94 million in 199b). 
Of this amount. JD0.20 million were the value of 
fixed assets as the rest were mainly in cash for 
JD2.20 million, receivable for JD3.06 million and 
various investments, including real estate, for 
JD6.43 million. 

There were no bank credits during the two periods, 
but other payables amounted to JDI. 34 million 
(JDI. 27 million in 1996). Reserves for unpaid 
claims totalled JD3.S0 million which, after account- 
ing for the share of the reinsurers, declined to JD2.43 
million. 

Other liabilities increased by JDI 50.000 to reach 
JD0.85 million and, consequently, raised the total 
current liabilities ro JD4.61 million (JD4.07 million 
in 1996). 

The United Insurance Company 

The loss of JD36S.377 posted by the department of 
vehicles during the first half of this year compared to 
a JDJ29.410 profit at the end of June 1 996. dragged 
the other departments for a combined loss amount- 
ing to JDI 70.597 (a JD329.516 profit in 1996). 

After taking into consideration investment returns, 
interest, other income and various expenses, the 
company ended up with a JD76.354 net loss after 
having posted a JD0.42 million net profit during the 
first half of 1996. 

The company’s main assets were cash on hand and 
at banks for about JDI million, receivables for 
approximately JD2.5 million, deposits and bonds as 
well as investments in shares for a total of JDI. 5 mil- 
lion and real estate investments amounting to JD3.20 
million. 

Current liabilities totalled JD3.21 million tJD2.39 
million in 1.996) and included bank credits which 
increased from JD0.3 million to reach JD 1.05 mil- 
lion at the end of June 1997. 

Technical reserves and shareholders equity closed 
at JDI. 53 million and JD2.14 million as of June 30. 
1997 compared to JD2.46 million and JD2.93 mil- 
lion respectively at the end of June 1996. 


f \ 

^Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE ***^JU^^ J 


DAJAN1 


2ns 


At Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
* Phonc5527118 Also in Brazil \ 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 


Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour filth 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% iSrger. 

* Free enlargement 

20 x 30 .cm 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 




FOR YOUR “ ; 1 



Advertisement 






667171 ext. 223 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from AbdaH 
to Airport and Back 


Specie! Reduced Fares c f 
500 ■ Fils For Airport Staff 
and our Frequent Customers 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51 531 
APdali Branch 6533 13 
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Qua lity Serviced Suites 

* One & Two Bedrooms " FuDy 
Equipped Kitchenette* * Daily * 
Long Stay * Reaso n a b le Ratos 


5ih Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


CROWM HOTEL 

* OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 

* TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

* SAUNA. 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

■ FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD 




Hie place to be if its on CD 


IEAL ESTATE 


d for 

| RENT 

0 Deluxe Vi I Ids 

r 3 

m) Apparimerv.s. 

1 tn Amman 


For details plefaso call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


* We buy , * 

sell & trade 

CDs 

LARGEST SELECTION 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

CD-ROM, GAMES , 
SOFTWARE & MUSIC 

New 

arrivals Daily 

• • 

Shmeisani, next to shmeisani post office 
Tel: 700624 - Fax 604183 
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Bruguera, Krajicek upset 


in ATP quarter-finals 


NEW HAVEN. 

Connecticut (AFP) — 
Sergi Bruguera and 

Richard Krajicek were 
both upset in the quarter- 
finals of the Pilot Pen 
International here Friday. 

But top seed Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov rallied to hold 
off a strong challenge from 
Britain's Tim Henman and 
former champion Petr 
Korda survived four match 
points to beat David 
Wheaton. 

Second seeded Bruguera 
found the aggressive net , 
play of Australia’s Patrick . 
Rafter too strong to handle 
and fell 7-5 2-6 6-2. The 1 
number eight seed next 
tackles big-serving Briton 
Greg Rusedski, who elimi- 
nated fourth seed Krajicek 
7 - 6 ( 7-5) 3-6 6-3. 

Kafelnikov plays Korda 
for a place in the final after 
he beat Henman 5-7 6-3 6 - 

4. Fifth seeded Korda bat- 
tled for two hours 45 min- 
utes before overcoming 
Wheaton 4-6 7-6(9-7) 6-4 
to reach the semi-finals for 
the third time. 

The Czech faced elimi- 
nation in straight sets 
Whearon held one match 
point at 5-4. two more at 6 - 

5. and another in the. 
tiebreaker. 

The unseeded American 
also led the tiebreaker 5-1 
before Korda rallied. In the 
final sec games went with 
serve until 5-4, when a 
relieved Korda broke for 
victory. 

“It’s good to win a march 
like this, when you’re four 
match points down and the 
guy is serving and playing 
really well. I kept positive 
and kept fighting,” said 
Korda, who won the title in 
1991. 

"He was playing without 
pressure, but the pressure 
came in the tiebreak. He 
got tight and, I don’t want 
to say I rook control, but I 
didn't give up. I was trying 
to put everything in and it 
was a struggle ” 
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Kafelnikov used his 
steady g rounds trokes to 
overcome some aggressive 
serving and confident net 
play from seventh seeded 
Henman. He also held off 
ten of 1 2 break points. 


Sergi Bruguera 

The British number one 
showed his class when he 
hit a sharply-angled cross 
court winner to break and 
lead the first set 6-5. That 
was enough to give him the 
set but Henman double- 
faulted to allow 
Kafelnikov a break for 4-2 
in the second set. and the 


Russian held off four break 
points after breaking to 
lead 1-0 in the decider. 


Rusedski scored his sec- 
ond upset in two days by 
ousting former Wimbledon 
champion Krajicek. 

On Thursday, he over- 
turned sixth seed Albert 


Costa. Two of the biggest 
servers in the game fired 
32 aces between them, and 
one serve from 1 Ith seed- 
ed Rusedski cracked the 
140 mph (225 kph) mark, 
establishing him alongside 
Mark Philippoussis as the 
only players that have 
served at over 140 mph. 


Johnson, 


Fredericks 




a t Student Segers returns to Wolves 


Games 


PALERMO (AFP) — 
American track star 
Michael Johnson, 

Namibia's Frankie 

Fredericks and Jamaican 
sprint queen Merlene Ottey 
are to run in a special event 
at the world Student Games 
in Sicilv. 

The ’ “World Sprint 
Festival" on August 30-31 
in Catania will feature most 
of the top sprinters from 
the World Championships 
in Athens. 

Johnson, who took tbe« 
400m title in Greece, will 
run the men’s 200 m on 
Saturday against compatri- 
ot Dennis Mitchell, while 
Ottey faces old rival Gwen 
Torrence in the women’s 
100m. 

Torrence will also run the 
women’s 200m on Sunday 
against Zhanna 

Pintusevich, the Ukrainian 
200 m world champion and 
1 00 m silver medallist, 
while Fredericks. Mitchell 
and Leroy Burrell meet for 
the men’s 100 m. 


WOLVERHAMPTON (AFP) — Dutch 
goalkeeper Hans Segers is ser to join 
Wolverhampton Wanderers on a one-year 
contract following his acquitai on match- 
fixing charges last week. The former 
Wimbledon player is wanted by Wolves 
manager. Mack McGhee, as back-up to 
current first choice Mike Stowell. The 35- 
year-old Segers joined Wolves initially on 
a non-contract basis last season and was on 
the substitutes bench on several occasions 
and impressed in the reserves. McGhee 
revealed on Saturday: “1 have spoken to 
hans to find out what he wants and i hope 
he will be back with us next week. “I have 
still to speak to the chairman but the plan is 
to give him a contract until the end of the 
season " 


Monday when we will introduce Ian and 
John Barnes.” Wales international Rush, 
Liverpool’s all-time record gaolscorer. 
made 42 appearances for leeds last year but 
scored just three goals. In a glittering 
career on Merseyside, he won five champi- 
onships. three FA cups, five league cups 
and one European Cup Winner’s medal. As 
well as linking up again with Barnes, rush, 
who could play in Newcastle’s Champions 
Cup return with Croatia Zagreb, will also 
renew his acquaintance with another for- 
mer Liverpool hero in Peter Beardsley. 


May signs 6-year contract 


Dalglish snaps up rush 


LONDON (AFP) — Newcastle United 
Manager Kenny Dalglish snapped up for- 
mer Liverpool teammate Ian rush on a free 
transfer Thursday, barely 48 hours after 
bringing another Anfield old boy. John 
Barnes, to Tyneside. After prising the 36- 
year-old rush from Leeds United on a one- 
year contract. Dalglish joked: “We are 
developing our youth policy.*’ he added: 
“There are no problems. The deal is done 
and he will be registered to play in Europe. 
There will be a full press conference on 


LONDON (AFP) — Manchester United 
David May signed a six-year contract on 
Friday as manager Alex Ferguson ensured 
another, of his young players stay or the 
club till well into next century. The 27- 
year-old central defender, currently side- 
lined by a thigh injury, rubber-stamped a 
deal that will put him alongside Old 
Traffotd’s big-earners as Ferguson added 
another name to the list of stars tied to the 
champions by long-term agreements. Only 
last week. Norwegian striker Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer sealed a seven-year contract after 
an impressive first season with United, 
while the likes of David Beckham, Roy 
Keane, Ryan Giggs, Paul Scholes, Gary 
and Phil Neville and Nicky Butt have pre- 
viously signed contracts that will keep , 
them at Old Trafford well into the new mil- 
lennium. 


Basketball team to play in Lebanon 


ahead of Asian Championship 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 




£V j >?Se e -h-- - 


AMMAN — While the Jordan Basketball Federation 
(JBF) was seriously contemplating dropping participa- 
tion in the SepL 11-19 Men’s Asian Championship in 
Riyadh. Saudi Arabia, officials are now organising a 
training camp for team in Lebanon. 

After receiving JD 7, 000 from the Ministry of Culture 
and Youth, the team will play a series of matches proba- 
bly against A1 Riyadi, A1 Hikmeh and Tadamon clubs in 
Beirut next week. 

According to officials, if a sponsorship deal goes ahead 
with Aramex, the team will also play in the Mreimin 
Tournament in Beirut Aug. 21-24 and will be joined by 
A1 Jazireh’s players when they play against top Lebanese 
clubs — Kahraba. Antranig and Mon La Salle in the 
four-day event. 

The JBF has been facing a financial problem and can- 
celled the women’s participation in the Asian 
Championship in Bangkok earlier in the year. 

With most of its allocated budget spent on the 
women's and men’s participation in the Pan- Arab Games 
the JBF had to appeal to the ministry to secure funding. 

The cash-strapped federation have dropped the option 
of a training camp in East Europe or hosting teams in 
Amman, and if Aramex are eventually come through as 
sponsors the team will play with that logo in Riyadh, 
according to JBF secretary Mohammad Nabil. 

The team is now undergoing intense practice under new 
coach Imad A1 Saeed after the JBF relieved the Ukrainian 


coach of his duties following the team's sixth place fin- 
ish at the recently-concluded Pan-Arab Games in Beirut. 

The federation seems to have dropped the issue of can- 
celling participation in Riyadh as that would entail penal- 
ties by the Asian Basketball Confederation (ABC) espe- 
cially after Jordan and Iran automatically qualified. Both 
teams took the two allocated slots following the with- 
drawal of Iraq and Syria from the West Asia pre-quali- 
fiers which were due to be held in Tehran, Iran earlier 
this month. 

Sixteen teams will be playing in Riyadh. The top five 
from the last championship and the hosts qualify auto- 
matically. There will also be two teams from each of the 
ABC’s five regional zones. 

Lip to seven teams are eligible to contest qualifiers in 
the future as the West Asia zone also includes Palestine, 
Yemen and Lebanon, but the three are out this year since 
they have not paid their dues to the ABC. 

Minor changes are expected on the lineup with top 
players Kke Hilal Barakar. Naser Bushnaq, Manvan 
Ma’touq and Yousef Zaghloul, missing the lineup. 

Following the Pan- Arab Games, Mahmoud Sha’ban, 
Marwan Saeedi, Naser Bassam and Jan Sahlieh left for 
varied reasons and the JBF named Ramez Hammoudeh. 
Ghaith Ennabi, Nihad Madi and Ala’ Bilbeissi as replace- 
ments. They will join Zeid Alkhas. Ma’an Odeh, Yousef 
Abu Bakr, Naser Alawneji, Faisal Nsour, Ay man Du ’yes, 
Naser Bassam and Fadi Saqqa. 


Hoddle 


slams 


attitude of 


Premiership 

clubs 


LONDON (AFP) — 
England coach Glenn 
Hoddle has hit out at clubs 
that he feels are undermin- 
ing his bid to qualify for 
next year’s World Cup 
finals. 

This weekend's 

Premiership fixtures have 
been cancelled because of 
the large number of World 
Cup qualifiers next week, 
although England do not 
have a game. 

But Hoddle has been 
refused permission by 
Premier League chairmen 
to keep his players with 
him on the Thursday after 
midweek internationals. 

“Chairmen and support- 
ers want their clubs to be 
successful and rightly so,” 
said Hoddle. 

“But I’ve never stopped 
an international player 
going to an international 
get-together because I've 
played for my country. 

Unfortunately. some 
people haven’t played 
international football.” 

His comments will be 
seen as a veiled attack on 
clubs like Liverpool — 
who withdrew Steve 
McManaman and Robbie 
Fowler from the Toumoi 
de France in June. 

Hoddle cited the exam- 
ple of world champions 
Brazil — who have just 
completed a tour of the far 
east, having already won 
the Copa America and 
played in the Toumoi this 


summer — 


one 


England should follow. 

The B razi 1 ian league 
season has already started, 
but the Brazilian-based 
players are still with the 
national squad. 

Hoddle said: “If that was 
happening in England, 
people would be up in 
arms about it. 

“But Brazil are serious 
about winning the World 
Cup again 100 per cent 
over the clubs.” 
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THE LOST WORLD 
(JURASSIC PARK) 


LIAR LIAR 


THE SUBSTITUTE 


Starring: Jeff Goldblum 
c& Julian Moore 
Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 



Bulgarian striker Emil Kostadinov jumps over Trifun Ivanov during the practice 
of the Bulgarian soccer team in Sofia. Bulgaria need to win another three points 
against Israel on Wednesday in Sofia to get closer to the top of World Cup quali- 
fying Group 5 (Reuters phot) 


Olympic champion Bellutti wins 


pursuit gold at World Cup 


ADELAIDE (AFP) — 
Italian Olympic champion 
Antoneila Bellutti made a 
rush trip from altitude train- 
ing in Bolivia to snare gold 
in the women’s 3.000-metre 
individual pursuit event at 
the World Cup here 
Saturday. 

Bellutti had little trouble 
in taking the gold medal 
ride-off from American 
Karen Kurrek. 

Bellutti clocked 3min 
38.5isecs in her final, beat- 
ing Kurrek by nearly eight 
seconds. 

“I feel much better this 
afternoon,” said Bellutti. 


who arrived here only fri- 
day after a long trip from 
her high-altitude training 
camp in Bolivia. 

Belluui's time set a new 
track record, taking about 
five seconds off the mark 
set last September by 
Australian Lucy Tyler- 
Sharman. 

Tyler-Sharman will be 
one of Bellutti's main rivals 
in the pursuit at the World 
Championships in Perth 
later this month. 

South African Jean-Pierre 
Van Zyl beat Latvian Ainars 
Kiksis 2-0 in the ride-off for 
the men's sprint gold, while 


Canadian Tanya Dubnicoff 
downed compatriot Lori- 
Ann Mueirzer ‘2-0 in theii 
women's sprint final. 

. Atlanta Olympics bronze 
medallist Stuart O’ Grady of 
Australia won the men's 30- 
kilometre points race with 
34 points from Denmark’s 
Jakob Piil on 32 and Glen 
Thomson of New Zealand 
taking the bronze on 31. 

New Zealand won the 
men's team pursuit gold 
from the United States in 
4:12.73. 
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CINEMA 


TEL: 67 7420 

CONCORD J 


Babil & Hisham's Theatre 
TEL; 625155 


CONCORD 


fh« lovi* ftveat of the a u nicer la harm 

Arnold Schwarzenegger ... in 

BATMAN & ROBIN 


The satirical play 


112:30.3:30.6:15.8:30. 10:30) 


AMNAIAIYAHO 


COtfCOJlfi *2 


Jim Carry... in 

DUMB & DUMBER 


Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


performance starts at 8:30 p.rru 
The theatre is closed eveiy Friday. 
For reservations call 625155 
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By Roufan Nahhas 
Special to the Jordan Times 


L 


AMMAN — The Jordan Swimming Federa- 
tion (JSFl is currently focusing its efforts on 
preparing u competitive team for the 2000 
Sydney Olympics by concentrating on promis- 
ing athletes. JSF Vice -Pres idem Jaquelinc 
Khouri Saturday told the Jordan Times. 

“We found out that the younger generation is 
more committed to the sport and the federa- 
tion’s agenda. We will continue our support 
and commitment u> those young swimmers." 
she added. 


The swimming team come back from the 8th 
Pan-Arab Games which, were held in Beirut 
with oniv one bronze medal won by Hanu 
Majjaj. . 

“Lack of competitive experience led the 
team to earn only one bronze medal,” Khouri 
pointed out. 


"Our swimmers are 14-16 years old and they 
faced 20-25-vear-old veteran swimmers fruin 
other countries." she sjid. “Experience usual- 
ly counts in this case.” 


The federation is looking lorward to having 
a well-trained team to represent the Kingdom 
in the next Olympic Games. 

Khouri said' plans for a swimming pool 


which will be utilised only by the national 
team arc still on paper waiting for the financial 
support. 

The federation is, however, hopeful after 
many new records were registered by the 
Kingdom's swimmers in the recently-conclud- 
ed Clubs Swimming Championship. 

However, a conflict between the JSF and A1 
Orthodox! Chib resulted in the absence of Al 
Orthodoxi’s swimmers from the championship 
and deprived them of a chance to take their 
share of medals. 

The JSF Thursday took the decision of dis- 
missing Al Urthndoxi coach Kluimis Ghairh 
from (he federation’s technical and national 
team's committees “for the role lie played in 
undermining the championship and creating 
problems between the federation and Al 
Orthodox Club." according to a JSF press 
release 

“In the absence of the Orthodox i swimmers. 
AJ Hussein Youth City's and Al Altli’s swim- 
mers had more chances to register new 
records.” Khouri s;iid. 

Lo.ti Haqi chicked 2o:72 seconds in the 5l)m 
freestyle; Omar Dallal who was lately training 
in Canada set new records with 2;24:!5 in the 
200m and 18:24:75 in the 1500m freestyle; 
Lo;ii Madi w'on the 100 metres freestyle with 


a time of 5V;8i seconds which was later bro- 
ken by Loai Haqi with 59:01 seconds. 

Al Orthodoxi 's decision of not raking pan in 
the championship came amid a request of hav- 
ing a neutral swimming pool and to allow sep- 
arate competitions for age groups. 

Since a limited number of facilities exist for 
the competitions, the JSF countered Ai Ortho- 
doxi's claim noting that if the Crown Hotel’s 
swimming pool is not up to the official speci- 
fications no more facilities exist since AI 
Onhodnxi also object to using the official 
pools at Al Hussein Youth City and Al Hassan 
Sports City. 

The JSF said that the reason* behind Al 
Orthodoxi's decision are not convincing and 
the eventual losers were the players and the 
national team. 

The JSF will conclude their 1997 season 
with the open championship September 15th. 

The Junior Arab Swimming Championship 
which was scheduled for Aug. 18-21 is now 
cancelled. 

"We cancelled the championship for not 
hairng enough participant* from the .Arab 
countries.'' said JSF Secretary Tala't AI Nass- 
er. 


Woodforde ousts 
Agassi in 3 sets 


INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 

1 AFP) — Mark Woodforde 

ou manoeuvred Andre 

Agassi in blustery, sunny 
conditions to knock the 
16th seed out in the quarter- 
finals of the SI million 
RCA Championships here 
Friday. 

The 6-3, 5-7. 6-3 defeat in 
two hours, 1 1 minutes 
stopped Agassi's comeback 
win streak at three matches. 
Bui the former World No. 
1. now' fighting to escape 
from a No. 74 ranking, was 
far from displeased. 

“I got more than i expect- 
ed this week," said the 27- 
year-old Agassi. “My desire 
and competitiveness are 
still there, they are what 
will help me win more 
matches. 

"My altitude is that 
you've got to want to win. 
Mark had a good match, 
especially with his fore- 
hand return. It was the best 
that I've seen from him. 
I'm not sure if he just had a 
great day or that shot is 
now a part of his arsenal.” 
Agassi battled in the 
swirling, conditions to level 
the set at one each after 
Woodforde took the first 
after breaking Agassi for 4- 

2 after the American saved 
four break points. 

In the final set. Agassi 
was broken twice, the sec- 
ond time after saving a 
match point. 

“I’m not at the top of my 
game,” said Woodforde. 
"I’ve played well the past 
week-and-a- half. My serve 
has gotten me out of tough 
situations. I played well last 
week. 

"I think I can get a whole 
loi betten But the rest of the 
matches will depend on my 
condition. I know 1 can play 
with the rest of the guys, 
even ai my age. But I know 
there is still a lot of room 
for improvement.” 
Woodforde had 20 aces, 
37 winners and 55 unforced 
errors. He converted on 
only four of 15 break point 
opportunities. 


Ninth seed Jonas Bjork- 
man from 5weden needed 
three sets and more than 
two hours to oust American 
qualifier Tommy Ho, who 
is debating whether to quit 
tennis and attend college in 
a lew weeks at age 24. 

The American has suf- 
fered from back trouble 
over the past two years that 
has hindered any possible 
tennis progress, though he 
has improved from a No. 
47S standing to his present 
329. 

The Monte Carlo-based 

Bjorkraan said that he ‘ 

might have to consider 

moving house to North 

America based on his 

results in the States this 

vear. 

■ 

“I’m feeling very good, it 
seems like I like to play 
over here," he said. “I like 
the hardcourt and I’ve 
played some good events 
here. But I played better {in 
earlier weeks) in Cincinnati 
and Montreal. Here it was 
just struggling to win ” 



Andre Agassi 
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Metz 
3 points 
ahead 
in title 


race 

PARIS (AFP) — Robert 
Pires and Bruno Rodriguez 
earned Metz a 2-1 victory 
at Chateauroux on Friday 
to put them three points 
clear in the French Football 
Championship. 

Ferdinand Coly earned 
Chateauroux, playing their 
first ever home match in 
the top fiighL, a late conso- 
lation. 

But Metz remain on top 
of the league with a 100 pe 
rcent record from three 
matches with Paris Saint 
Germain, Marseille, Bastia 
and Toulouse, who all play 
on Saturday, on six points. 

Pires opening the scoring 
in the first half after reach- 
ing the by-line on the right 
before cutting back to 
make room for a left-footed 
shot. 

Rodriguez added a sec- 
ond from a rebound, when 
Danny Boffin hit the cross- 
bar, for this third league 
goal to go equal top of the 
goalscoring list with Mar- 
seille's Laurent Blanc. 




f 0 ti ri£i JT 



COUNTRY LIVING AT ITS FINEST 

FOR RENT 


Large three bedroom ,21/2 bath house Elec., city water 
central heat, telephone , 2 verandas, located in zai , ten 
minutes from Amman University . Furnished or 

Unfurnished ('05 ) 55 — 0310 


F=a 




NAJLA INTERNATIONAL CO. 

ANNOUNCES THE ARRIVAL OF 


THE FAMOUS LONDON TAXI 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE NEAR EAST WE ARE JUST 
ONE TELEPHONE CALL AWAY 
UPON REQUEST 

TAXI & LIMOUSINE SERVICE WITH A DIFFERENCE 

MULTI LINGUAL DRIVERS, TELEPHONE ( GSM ) & AIR CONDITION 
WE WILL TAKE YOU ANY WHERE IN AMMAN £ ALL OVER JORDAN 



PLEASE CALL US AT THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS 
TEL: 736379 MOBILE 079 28898 OR 079 51255 


JOB VACANCIES IN SAUDI ARABIA 


A top 100 leading Saudi Company currently have the 
following immediate job opportunities:- 

- Interior Designers. 

- Landscaping Engineers. 

- Irrigation Engineers. 

- Sales Engineers - Contract Office Furniture. 
Candidates should have the following basic 
qualifications:- 

- BSc Engineering degree. 

- Excellent command of English & Arabic. 

- Minimum 3 years related work experience. 

Interested persons should fax/maii a full CV and recent 
photo to:- 

AL MA KATE B CO., LTD., 

P.O.BOX 962188 
AMMAN - JORDAN 

Tel: 701595/Fax: 6811 95 


Arab Cup Winners’ Cup 

Wihdat lose opening 
match 1-0 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AL WIHDAT Saturday lost 1-0 to Saudi 
Arabia's AI Shabab in their first match at 
the Arab Cup Winners' Cup which opened 
Friday in Ismailia, Egypt, with eight teams 
taking pan. 

While .Al Wihdat showed an improved 
form against the team favoured to win the 
event, they lost the chance to equalise and 
settled for the defeat making tougher their 
chances of qualifying to the second round. 

AI Wihdat are playing in Group 2 which 
also includes Kuwait's Al Arabi and Alge- 
ria's Mawloudieh. 

Group 1 includes Egypt's A I Ismaili, 
Qatar's Al Ittihad, Balata of Palestine and 
Libya’s .Al Ahli. 

In the competitions opening matches Fri- 
day evening Al Ismaili beat Libya's .Ahli 3- 
0. and AJ Ittihad of Qatar beat Palestine's 
Balata 5-2. 

The draw' has placed Al Wihdat in the rel- 
atively tougher group. Al Mawloudieh 
include five players on the Algerian nation- 
al team; Al Shabab are trained by a Brazil- 
ian coach and are led by top Saudi striker 
Saeed Owe iron. 

The Saudi team missed professional play- 
ers like Salem Dossari and Fahd Mohallal 
who are on duty with their national team 
preparing for the second round of the Asian 


World Cup qualifiers. 

The Kuwaiti team will also be missing its 
internationals currently preparing for the 
same qualifiers. 

Al Wihdat had arrived in Ismailia follow- 
ing a week-long intense training camp in 
Alexandria where they also had two friend- 
ly matches in preparation for the August 
15-25 event. 

The team's training camp and prepara- 
tions come amid hopes to retain their Pre- 
mier League title under new Iraqi coach 
.Anwar Jassani who previously trained the 
Iraqi national teams. 

Al Wihdat will next play Algeria’s 
Mawloudieh Aug. )9 and Kuwait's Al 
Arabi Aug. 21. 

The semifinals will be played Aug. 23 
and the final Aug. 25. 

The top two teams from each group qual- 
ify to the semifinals. The .Arab Soccer Fed- 
eration has allocated $5000 for each partic- 
ipating team. There will also be lucrative 
prizes of S50.000 for the winner. $30,000 
for runner up and $20,000 for the third 
placed team. 

The referees for the tournament include 
Omar Bashtawi of Jordan. Hassan Ali of 
Egypt, Karim Dahou of Algeria, Moham- 
mad Shilmi of Libya. Nabii Ayyad of 
Lebanon, Yousef Aqili of Saudi .Arabia and 
Jasem Khouri of Qatar. 


McManaman slams Barcelona 


LIVERPOOL LAPP) — 
Steve McManaman was 
back in Liverpool on Satur- 
day after the collapse of his 
move to Barcelona, licking 
his wounded pride and 
accusing the Spanish giants 
of using him as a bargain- 
ing chip. 

Barca signed Brazilian 
Rivaldo from Deportivo La 
Coruna for 16 million 
pounds (about S24 million) 
after claiming McMana- 
man's pay demands had 
made the deal unviable. 

But Liverpool and Eng- 
land ace McManaman says 
the Spaniards never had 
any intention of signing 
him but merely flew him 
over to Spain as pan of a 
ploy to sign Rivaldo. 

“I thought it was strange 
that they should ask me out 
to talk and then decide not 
to talk to me," fumed 
McManaman. 

“I never met anyone from 
Barcelona. 1 flew out there 
and flew back without 
meeting or talking to any- 
one. 

"It's a disgrace to say the 
deal fell through because 
I'm greedy. There was no 


deal — I did not even open 
negotiations. 

"Why they did chat I do 
not know but you can draw 
your own conclusions. 
They were negotiating with 
another player and maybe 
that says it all.” he told the 
Mirror on Saturday. 

McManaman also angrily 
denied Liverpool claims 
that they have been negoti- 
ating w ith him "for several 
months'' over a new con- 
tract. 

Liverpool have called on 
the England international to 
agree a new contract with 
them, immediately issuing 
a statement after his 
Barcelona move fell 
through. 

But McManaman hit back 
at his own dub's claims 
that they have been trying 
in vain to renegotiate a new 
contract with him. 


"Liverpool have suggest- 
ed they had been talking 
with me for months," added 
McManaman. 

“But they have made me 
only one offer, some time 
ago. and they did not follow 
that up." 

McManaman's present 
contract, which is worth a 
reported 12,000 pounds per 
week, is due to expire at the 
end of next season and Liv- 
erpool are anxious not to 
lose him then on a free 
transfer under the Bosman 
ruling. 

But tbe player added: "As 
I had two years to run on 
my current contract, I felt 
no need to rush into any- 
thing. 

"What upsets me most is 
that Liverpool fans will 
have got the impression T 
wanted to leave. 


FURNISHED SENB-VILLA FOR RENT 

Located at a unique area and overlooking a nice 
view at AI Rasheed District facing Al Amal Hospital. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, saion, 2 bathrooms, 
garden, 2 garages and central heating. Rent to be 
annually or monthly basis. 

Please call owner at mobile 079-52437 


f THE HASHEMrTE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

MINISTRY OF ENERGY & MINERAL RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT OF THERMAL POWER PROJECT 
ON A BUILD-0 WN-OPERATE BASIS 

ANNOUNCEMENT 



NOTICE FOR PREQUALIFICATION OF SPONSORS 
(***RFQ/RFI DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY***) 

THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES (MEMR), an organisation 
ot the Hashemite Kingdom ol Jordan, issued a Notice for Prequalification of Sponsors in 
mid-July, 1997 (“Prequalffication Notice/*), announcing its intention to have its next Ther- 
mal Power Project, which would include a 400 kV, 1 32 kV switchyard and support facili- 
ties, procured on a build-own operate basis through international competitive bidding 
based on a detailed Request for Proposal document The Prequalification Notice stated 
that MEMR would seek to prequaiity interested firms and/or joint ventures {Interested 
Firms”) based on “Qualification Statements” and that the prequalification document con- 
taining the requirements for such Statements would be issued in August. 

MEMR hereby announces that the prequalification document will be available on and 
after August 1 7, 1 997. Interested Firms may pick up the document at the MEMR location 
listed below for JD35,000 or USS50, or at the K&M location listed below for USS5Q. Alter- 
natively, Interested Firms may contact either of the contact persons specified at such 
locations on or after August 16 and request that the prequalification document be sent 
via express courier to the firm for a total fee of JD70.000 or USS1 00 (MEMR location) or 
USS1 00 (K&M location). Payment may be made in cash or by certified cheque or money 
order payable to, in the case of obtaining the document from MEMR. the “Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources” and in the case of obtaining the document from K&M, 
“K&M Engineering and Consulting Corporation." 

1. K&M Engineering and Consulting Corporation 
2001 L Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20036 USA 

Att: Mr. Guy Knowfe, Manager of Procurement Sen/ices 
Tel: (202) 728-0390 
Fax (202) 872-91 74 

• E-maii: gknowle@ mailer. KMEC. com. 

Office Hours: M-F. 8:45 AM to 5:30 PM. 


2* Engr. Ahmad Bashir 
Secretary General 

Ministry of Energy & Mineral Resources 
P.O. Box 140027 
Jabal Amman-7th Circle 
Amman-Jordan 


Tel: 962-6-828971 

Fax: 962-6-821 398 

Office Hours Sat-Th. 8 AM-2 PM 


Potential Sponsors' “Qualification Statements” must be submitted on or before 14 hours 
Amman time on September 16, 1997, to MEMR at the above address (#2). 
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Yemen says kidnappers trying to 


wreck ties with economic partners 


SANAA (AFP) — Yemen 
Saturday blamed “foreign- 
backed saboteurs" for a 
wave of kidnappings of for- 
eigners that it said was 
aimed at destroying the 
country's links with eco- 
nomic partners abroad. 

The last six of 10 Italian 
tourists kidnapped during 
the week, including two 
children, were released on 
Friday by Yemeni tribes- 
men. 

“Foreign-backed sabo- 
teurs carried out these acts 
to damage our relations 
with friendly countries with 
which we have good rela- 
tions and economic cooper- 
ation. by targeting their 
nationals ” an official state- 
ment said. 

The authorities vowed “to 
continue to look after the 
security of foreigners in 
Yemen” and warned that 


kidnappers would be pun- 
ished. 

Ahmad Ali Ba Haj, deputy 
governor of Shabwa — the 
southern province where the 
latest kidnappings took 
place — said six Italians, 
including two children, 
spent the night at a hotel in 
the town of Ataq. 

The Italians, from Naples 
in southern Italy, were 
expected back in Sanaa 
Saturday, three days after 
being snatched. They were 
“in good health” and “their 
release was obtained with- 
out any conditions." said 
Mr. Haj. 

According to tribal offi- 
cials, the bostage-takeis 
demanded that Yemeni 
authorities carry out devel- 
opment projects in their vil- 
lage, including the building 
of a school. 

The kidnappers, led by 


Sheikh Ben Mash’hour A1 
Marzouqi, also demanded a 
vehicle. But the authorities 
insisted the hostages be 
released before any consid- 
eration of their demands. 

The freed Italians will 
now “decide whether to go 
back [to Italy] or go on with 
their holiday,” said Roberto 
Vesperini. the Italian 
embassy attache. 

He said four other Italians 
kidnapped on Thursday and 
released just a few hours 
later had already rejoined 
their tour group and were 
carrying on with their vaca- 
tion. 

Yemeni tribesmen, which 
are notoriously unruly, have 
now targeted Italian tourists 
four times in less than a 
month. Mr. Vesperini has 
said as many as 1,500 
Italians are currently in 
Yemen, making them easy 


prey. 

The tribesmen normally 
treat their hostages as 
guests. An Italian graphic 
designer kidnapped earlier 
this month said his abduc- 
tors slaughtered sheep for 
him to ensure he ate well. 

Since 1993, almost 100 
foreigners have been kid- 
napped but freed unharmed. 

Yemen boasts a wealth of 
archaeological sites, most of 
which are in regions con- 
trolled by heavily armed 
tribesmen. Italy and 
Germany are the main mar- 
kets for tourism to the cash- 
strapped country. 

President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh is to visit Germany in 
September. Bonn, a key aid 
donor, is expected to seek 
assurances for its tourists, 
who have been involved in 
several past kidnappings. 


Turkish parliament enacts secular school 


reform bill in attempt to curb Islamists 


ANKARA (AP) — The 
Turkish parliament has 
enacted a school reform 
bill curtailing religious 
education in line with the 
demands of the powerful 
military that is determined 
to keep the country secular. 

The bill, which will 
increase compulsory edu- 
cation from five to eight 
years, was approved by 277 
votes to 242 with do 
abstentions, following two 
days of heated debate. 

The measure would 
effectively close down the 
junior high sections of 
Islamic secondary schools, 
which the military sees as a 
breeding ground for 
Islamists. 

The pro-secular govern- 
ment Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz proposed the mea- 
sure in an attempt to curb 
religious education until 


the age of 14 and raise chil- 


dren committed to 
Western-style democratic 
values. 

“The basic aim of the 
education reform is to pro- 
tect our children from dan- 
gerous currents and move- 


ments,” Finance Minister 
Zekeriya TemizeJ said. 

Critics said the bill was 
an attack on religion. 

“This bill is a violation of 
all rights gained toward the 
freedom of faith,” Deputy 
Ahmet Demircain of the 
Islamist Welfare Party said. 

Education Minister 
Hikmet Ulubag said reli- 
gious education classes 
would be increased in the 
senior high sections of 
Islamic schools. 

“Let's defend this bill 
together,” Mr. Ulubag said. 
“Let's keep politics out of 
schools, army barracks and 
religion." 

It was the previous. 
Welfare-led government’s 
opposition to implementing 
such a reform that angered 
the military. The Islamist 
government was forced to 
resign under military pres- 
sure two months ago. 

A survey conducted 
among 1.085 religious 

school graduates earlier 
this month, and published 
in the daily Hurriyet last 
week, suggested that 80 per 
cent of graduates favoured 


a legal system based on 
Islamic tenets. No margin 
of error was given. 

The first religious 
schools, known as Imam 
and preacher schools, were 
built in 195 1 to meet the 
demand for trained Muslim 
clergymen. 

But over the years, most 
of their graduates went on 
to study in other fields and 
eventually obtained key 
positions at administrative 
levels and in the police 
department to the dismay 
of the pro-secular estab- 
lishment. 

The Islamic schools 
devoted eight hours every 
week to the study of Arabic 
and the Koran. Under the 
bill, the junior-high sec- 
tions of such schools will 
be phased out in two years 
as no new students will be 
enrolled this year. 

The bill was enacted with 
an evea more secular-tone. 
An article that would have 
allowed students to take 
extra-curricular religious 
courses during school 
breaks, after completing 
five years of schooling. 


was rejected. 

In a surprise move. 
Welfare allied with social- 
democrats to kill the arti- 
cle. accusing the govern- 
ment of restricting people 
from learning about their 
religion. 

Hie bill sparked angry 
demonstrations throughout 
the country by pro-Islamist 
demonstrators in the past 
few weeks. 

Hundreds of stone-hurl- 
ing demonstrators staged a 
fresh protest in Istanbul 
Friday, following noon 
prayers. More than 60 
arrests were made. 

The supporters of the bill 
launched a campaign to 
help pay for the additional 
schools, classes and teach- 
ers needed if the reform 


passes. 

More than $200 million 
were raised by pro-secular 
companies or individuals, 
and the government 
imposed new taxes on car 
and home sales, consump- 
tion of cigarettes and alco- 
hol and use of cellular 
phone to raise the estimat- 
ed $6 billion needed. 


2 Jordanians convicted 


No Turkish- 


in U.S. elude authorities 


Israeli war 


games before 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — A 
Jordanian brother and sister 
convicted of bank fraud in 
the U.S. have become fugi- 
tives, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations (FBI) said 
Friday. 

A second brother convict- 
ed in the case was arrested 
Thursday as he tried to 
leave the country, the FBI 
said. A third did not take 
part in the plot, it added. 

Tony Houran of Old 
Tappan. New Jersey, also 
known as Aktham Abu 
Houran, was arrested 
before he could board a 
flight at New York's 
Kennedy International 
Airport Thursday night, the 
FBI said. 

But his sister and one of 


his brothers — Adma 
Houran of Old Tappan and 
Adam or Adham Houran of 
Saddle River, New Jersey 
— eluded port authority 
police at the airport and 
were still at large, the FBI 
said. 

Tony and Adam Houran 
were facing sentencing in a 
Federal Court in 

Philadelphia Wednesday. 
Adma Houran was serving 
a sentence of four months 
of house arrest. The FBI 
identified all three as 
Jordanian nationals. 

Haitham or Steve 

Houran. serving a sentence 
for the same crime, did not 
join his brothers' and sis- 
ter's dash to the airport, the 
FBI said. 


. Port, authority police bad 
been on the lookout - for the 
three Hourans after the FBI 
received a signal when 
Tony and Adam cut their 
electronic monitoring 
bracelets, the FBI said. 
Adma also cut her monitor- 
ing device and joined them, 
it said. 

The four siblings were 
convicted of breaking 
Federal banking laws in the 
1992 collapse of the Bank 
of Brandywine Valley in 
West Chester. Pennsyl- 
vania, a Philadelphia sub- 
urb. They borrowed nearly 
$7 million to help prop up 
the family’s failing con- 
struction business. 


September 
Mubarak 


Sanctions against Angola’s 


UNITA may be delayed 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan has recom- 
mended a delay in with- 
drawing U.N. troops from 
Angola and pointed the way 
toward sanctions against the 
rebel National Union for the 
Total Independence of 
Angola (UNITA) move- 
ment for flouting peace 
accords. 

Apparently fearing peace 
accords were unravelling, 
Mr. Annan in a written 
report to the Security 
Council, said he wanted at 
least a six -week delay in 
further withdrawals of U.N. 
peacekeepers from Angola. 

He said 2,650 military 
personnel should stay until 
the end of October “given 
the precarious situation,” to 
help feuding parties com- 


plete die peace process. 

Mr. Annan, in his report, 
gave the council the green 
light to impose sanctions by 
saying last-minute “half- 
hearted concessions by 
IFNTTA, under pressure and 
on the eve of Security 
Council deliberations, are 
no longer acceptable ” 

Such sanctions could 
range from a travel ban to 
closing UNITA's offices 
abroad to embargoes on its 
lucrative diamond trade 
which worldwide diamond 
cartels would have to hon- 


our. 

Behind the scenes, diplo- 
mats said Mr. Annan want- 
ed the council to hold off 
while U.N. officials in 
Angola verified the new 
promises UNTTA had made. 

Any sanctions resolution 


would probably include a 
two-week grace period to 
allow UNITA to comply 
with its demands. Or the 
council might delay all 
action for two weeks, the 
envoys said. 

“It is not clear whether we 
move to a sanctions resolu- 
tion, and if we do exactly 
what they will be." a senior 
Council member said. 

A resolution would be 
drafted by the U.S.. 
Portugal and Russia, special 
advisors on the Angola 
question, who will meet 


among themselves next 


week. 

Portugal is the former 
colonial power while 
Washington and Moscow 
had conducted a cold war 
proxy fight over Angola. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
said Saturday that planned 
Israeli-Turidsh naval exercis- 
es will not go ahead before 
he meets his Turkish coun- 
terpart next month to voice 
his concern. 

“I think these manoeuvres 
have been postponed until I 
hold talks with president 
Suleyman Demirel,” who is 
to visit Egypt on September 
16, Mr. Mubarak told the 
official daily Al Ahram. 

Turkey's Anatolia News 
Agency quoted diplomatic 
sources as saying Friday that 
the joint Tuikish-Israeli-U.S. 
exercises in die eastern 
Mediterranean are likely to 
go ahead in October. Turkey 
originally announced in May 
that the manoeuvres would 
take place in summer. 

Mr. Mubarak immediately 
expressed his concern to Mr. 
Demirel and received a writ- 
ten response from the 
Turkish president via a 
Turkish envoy in June. 

The planned exercises, 
together with a Turkisb- 
Israeii military pact signed 
lasta year, have provoked 
strong opposition from Arab 
countries, especially Syria 
which believes it is targeted 
by them. 

Asked what he would tell 
Mr. Demirel next month. Mr. 
Mubarak said, “we don't 
oppose relations between 
Turkey and Israel but we are 
against any alliance." 

“It is known that Syria is 
located between Turkey and 
Israel and that the Arab 
World, which supports Syria, 
has the feeling that what is 
happening is targeted 
against” Damascus. 



ROMANTIC VIEW FROM SPACE: A sunset from space as seen by the crew 
of the Space Shuttle Discovery Thursday from one of the Shuttle's AFT 
flightdeck windows. Discovery and her six-person crew are into flight-day 
ten of their eleven-day science mission on Saturday ( AFP photo) 


Mandela to meet Sudan’s rebel 


leader next week 


Machar 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
South Africa's President 
Nelson Mandela will meet 
the leader of the main 
Sudanese rebel movement 
next week in a further bid to 
end the 14-year civil war 
ravaging the north African 
country, a former rebel 
leader said Saturday. 

Former rebel leader Riak 
Machar said Mr. Mandela 
will meet John Garang. 
leader of the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA), 
the main southern-based 
guerrilla movement which 
for 14 years has been seek- 
ing to end Khartoum's dom- 
ination of southern Sudan. 

He gave no details of 
exactly where or when the 
meeting would take place. 

Last week Mr. Mandela 
met Sudanese President 
Omar Al Bashir in South 
Africa in an effort to kick- 
start a talks process. Mr. 
Machar who was also at the 
South African calks told the 
official AJ Anbaa daily pub- 
lished Saturday that Mr. 
Mandela was acting as a go- 
between. 


He would inform General 
Garang on the details of his 
talks with Mr. Bashir and on 
forthcoming negotiations 
between Khartoum and 
other former rebel move- 
ments. he said. 

‘The war is still going 
on,” in Sudan, Mr. Mandela 
said Tuesday after his first 
round of meetings in which 
he called on both sides to 
“sit down” and negotiate. 

Saying he wanted to see a 
ceasefire. Mr. Mandela 
warned, “until there is a 
ceasefire, there can be no 
permanent peace in the 
country." 

Mr. Bashir said his gov- 
ernment was committed to 
the peace process and had 
agreed to “self-determina- 
tion” for the southern part 
of the country. 

Quoted by Al Anbaa, Mr. 
Machar said the trip to 
South Africa had “achieved 
its goals and will have 
immediate positive effects 
on the peace process in 
Sudan.” 

The peace process has 
picked up in recent months. 


notably with a resumption 
in high-level talks between 
Khartoum and Washington 
and an effort by the region- 
al bloc in east Africa to help 
negotiations between 
Khartoum and southern- 
based rebel groups. 

Mr. Machar told the paper 
“a positive development has 
occurred in Washington- 
Khartoum relations” and 
said Gen. Garang is under 
“high pressure” from 
regional powers to join the 
peace process which be. Mr. 
Machar, had joined by sign- 
ing a peace agreement in 
April. 

Gen. Garang has so far 
rejected the April agree- 
ment. 

Fighting in Sudan is 
believed to have killed more 
than one million people 
since the southern 
Christians and animisis 
sought to throw off rule by 
the Islamist north. 

Mr. Bashir came to power 
in a military coup in 1989 
and has since fought hard, 
but without success, to wipe 
out the rebel movements. 


Greece blames Denktash for 


U.N.- Cyprus talks failure 


ATHENS (AFP) — Greece 
blamed Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash for 
the failure of talks on the 
divided Mediterranean 
island of Cyprus, accusing 
him of “wanting to dictate 
policy to the European 
Union (EU).” 

“Steered by Turkey. Mr. 
Denktash has not only 
refused to discuss the con- 
tent and process of the 
documents on Cyprus sub- 
mitted by the United 
Nations... but he flagrantly 
tried to interfere in internal 
European affairs,” Yannis 
Nicolaou, spokesman for 
the Greek government said 
in a written declaration. 

He accused Mr. Denktash 
of “reaffirming his unac- 
ceptable position aiming to 
definitively divide Cy- 
prus.” 

“Mr. Denktash is trying 
to dictate his position 
against Cyprus joining the 
European Union,” said Mr. 
Nicolaou, who accused the 


Turkish Cypriot of black- 
mail. 

‘The Greek government 
deplores this intransigence 
and expects the same reac- 
tion from the international 
community.” 

A week of U.N. -spon- 
sored negotiations in 
Glion, Switzerland, 

between Mr. Denktash and 
Cyprus President Glafcos 
Clerides over the divided 
island ended in failure 
Friday. 

“At the end of this week 
we’re exactly where we 
were when we came here.” 
Mr. Clerides, a Greek 
Cypriot, said after the 
talks. 

Mr. Denktash, who heads 
the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus (TRNC), 
said the talks were dead- 
locked and blamed the 
European Union's “bomb- 
shell” announcement in 
July of plans to open nego- 
tiations next year with 
Cyprus on EU member- 


ship. 

The TRNC. which 
declared independence in 
1983. is recognised only 
by Turkey which has 
30,000 to 35,000 troops 
stationed there. 

Mr. Denktash insists that 
talks on Cyprus's bid for 
EU membership must be 
cancelled for U.N. media- 
tion to continue. 

In Cyprus, a masked gun- 
man shot and killed a 
Turkish Cypriot accused 
by Greek Cypriots of spy- 
ing for Turkey in the 
southern town of Limassol 
Saturday, police said. 

A man dressed in a black 
ski mask pumped four bul- 
lets from close range into 
fisherman Dijan Nejip 
Hakkemes, 38, as he rode 
his motorcycle through the 
town, 

Hakkemes, who died 
instantly, had been arrested 
by Cyprus police in March 
on suspicion of spying for 
the Turkish army. 



Pop star Liam 
Gallagher remem- 
bers violent father 


LONDON (AP) — oasis 
rock star Liam Gallagher 
hasn't forgiven his father's 
violence, a newspaper inter- 
view said Saturday. “If ^ 
died tomorrow, I wouldn’t 
go to his ftineraT 
Gallagher was quoted as 
telling the Daily Telegraph. 
One of his most vivid mem- 
ories as a child was seeing 
his father hit his mother on 
the head with a hammer, tfc 
report said. T stopped 
believing in God because of 
what happened to my mam 
[mother]. Her husband, 
which unfortunately is my 
dad, started knocking her 
about but she stayed in the 
relationship because of us,” 
'24-year-old Gallagher was 
quoted as saying. 


Dutch dog food 
leaves less waste 
in its wake 


WOLVEGA (AFP) — A 
Dutch couple have perfect- 
ed a dog food that leaves 
fewer, cleaner and Jess 
smelly deposits in its wake, 
the Trouw newspaper 
reported Saturday. They 
claim the food, prepared 
from beef, chicken, vegeta- 
bles. minerals and cereals, 
is 87 per cent digestible, 
meaning less goes to waste. 
Not only do the dogs 
answer the call of nature 
less often, but what they 
deposit is easier to clean 
and not as pungent, the cou- 
ple say. quoted by the paper. 


The ‘flying 

grandma' comes home 


LONDON (R) — British 
artist Jennifer Murray nick- 
named the "Flying 
Grandma.” became die first 
woman to fly a helicopter 
around the world when she 
landed safely back in 
England Friday. After 
almost 100 days flying over 
26 countries with co-pilot 
Quentin Smith, she said: 
“The challenge — that was 
the top thing for us.” Their 
48,200 kilometres voyage 
took them over the pyra- 
mids of Egypt and above 
arctic wastes. Throughout 
the trip, Murray carried in 
her flying jacket a four-leaf 
clover given to her by her 
mother for luck. 


Students search 
for questions in 
school exam 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Like 
contestants in the television 
game Jeopardy, school stu- 
dents in central India 
wracked their brains for 
questions after authorities 
by mistake gave them the 
answers. Tenth grade stu- 
dents in Madhya Pradesh 
state found teachers hand- 
ing them answers to the 
Sanskrit language test in a 
common examination on 
Tuesday. United News of 
India (UNT) reported. The 
model answers were meant 
for teachers correcting the 
answer papers of thousands 
of students, UNI said. The 
exam was immediately can- 
celled and was held again 
on Saturday, this lime with 
only questions and no 
answers, it said. 


New change for 
British army's 
‘mickey mouse’ 
household division 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Soldiers of the British 
army’s prestigious house- 
hold division in uproar after 
a proposal that they take off 
their shining metal breast- 
plates and don imilialion 
plastic ones, army officials 
said Saturday. The latest- 
proposed break with tradi- 
tion follows the suggestion 
by a government minister 
this week that the bearskin 
hats worn by several British 
regiments be replaced by 
synthetic versions, causing 
consternation in army cir- 
cles. That suggestion was 
made by Minister of State 
for Defence Procurement 
Lord Gilbert, a staunch 
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